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Foreword 

 
New Mills History Notes No 22 on the New Mills Air Raid was 
published in 1990 and with this book Frank has substantially increased 
our knowledge of the event.  
 
The aircraft bombed New Mills and Hayfield and after attacking Stoney 
Middleton and Chatsworth House, the German aircraft were shot down 
over Lincolnshire by Spitfires from a Polish Squadron (303).  
 
Frank who has Polish heritage obviously had a particular interest in the 
event. This book is the result of new research he has done on the raid 
and the Polish Spitfire pilots, it is a substantial new volume with 
beautiful illustrations, published with assistance of the New Mills Local 
History Society.  
 
There is a lot of new information and illustrations compared with the 
early publication, particularly about the route and intention of the 
German aircraft, the German crew and the Polish pilots who shot them 
down. Frank is a very competent researcher, writer and speaker and 
when he gave a talk to New Mills Local History Society a record 
attendance of over 60 people experienced a very interesting evening. 
 

Dr. Derek Brumhead MBE 
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Preface 

 
Everybody is familiar with the intensive WW2 German bombing raids 
on Britain in 1940 and 1941 known as The Blitz. These were mass air 
raids on some of Britain’s industrial towns and cities. The start of The 
Blitz was 7 September 1940. At first, bombing was conducted during 
the day but by October 1940 air raids were predominantly carried out 
during the night. The Blitz, as such, stopped after 8 months and 5 days 
on 11 May 1941. 
 
There was, however, other German bombing raids on Britain. Small, 
isolated and opportunistic raids on strategic targets continued through-
out the war.  
 
There was also the Baedeker Raids which started in the spring of 1942. 
These were regarded as retaliatory or tit-for-tat raids on the cultural 
and/or historic cities of Bath, Canterbury, Exeter, Norwich, and York. 
They continued until 1944 but expanded to include military targets. 
 
There was, of course, also V1 and V2 attacks. Manchester, for example, 
was targeted by fifty air launched V1 Flying bombs in a single attack on 
Christmas eve 1944. 
 
Few areas of the United Kingdom were not affected by bombing. The 
town of my birth, Denton was bombed. Mellor where I now live is a 
small village, yet it suffered a bombing. Even the tiny hamlet of 
Rowarth in between Mellor, New Mills and Hayfield was bombed. 
 
New Mills and Hayfield are small but historic towns in Derbyshire’s 
High Peak. Whilst taking photos there of a former Victorian workhouse 
I was amazed to learn of a piece of local history about a fatal bombing 
in WW2. When I further researched into it, I was staggered to discover 
not only a link to my Polish heritage, but also a link to probably the 
best-known WW2 Battle of Britain fighter squadron and a significant 
moment in Polish history. 
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Introduction 

 
I was walking north from the centre of New Mills along Low Leighton 
Road to photograph Ollersett House which had in earlier times been the 
Hayfield Union Workhouse.  
 

 
Hayfield Union Workhouse (about 1900) 

I noticed on the opposite side of the road, a historical plaque on the 
singularly unimpressive square brick-built Fire Station. The building 
looked out of place opposite the beautiful renovated workhouse nestled 
in amongst traditional stone-built cottages. 
 
The plaque described an incident on 3 July 1942 when two German 
Junkers bombers wreaked death and destruction on the remote and quiet 
Derbyshire town. The aeroplanes had destroyed an old chapel that had 
previously stood there killing two people. 
 
There was nothing of military or governmental significance in New 
Mills. Swizzels sweet factory (which during the war made water 
purifying tablets for the Ministry of Defence) had co-incidentally re-
located from London two years previously to avoid the Blitz and was 
narrowly missed in the attack.  
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New Mills Fire Station 

I was intrigued, and though there is much already written about the 
attack, it was fragmented, incomplete and some of it inaccurate, so I’ve 
attempted to bring all the information together and also discovered on a 
visit to a small museum in London that a section of one of those raiding 
aeroplanes still exists, proudly on display as a trophy, not only 
commemorating the event, but celebrating the incredible input of Polish 
pilots in WW2. 
 

 
New Mills Fire Station memorial plaque 
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Background 

 
By the summer of 1942, at the height off WW2, German large-scale 
Blitz bombing had stopped but ‘hit and run’ airborne raiders were 
frequently flying sorties over northern England. These were not 
considered a sign of a renewed concerted bombing campaign but as 
isolated tactical attacks on specific targets. 
 
German intelligence had identified the De Havilland factory at Lostock 
near Bolton as a key strategic target. It was a major producer of variable 
pitch propellers, one of the main suppliers to UK aeroplane 
manufacturers. 
 

 
German Intelligence aerial photograph showing the De Havilland propeller factory in 

Lostock 
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From a report based on extracts of contemporary RAF interrogations of 
Luftwaffe prisoners of war it is clear that discussions had been ongoing 
in the officers mess of the 2nd Küstenfliegergruppe 106 (2nd Coastal 
Command Group 106 – 2./KGr.106) about the feasibility of daylight 
low level bombing of UK targets using their versatile twin-engined 
Junkers Ju 88 A-4 fast bombers. 
 
This particular maritime Luftwaffe unit had been involved in the 
retaliatory Baedeker raids but was largely engaged in coastal 

reconnaissance and mine-laying duties. They 
were operated under Luftwaffe command but in 
close co-operation with the German Navy who 
provided most of the crews. Towards the end of 
June, the subject of a Lostock raid had arisen. 
Staffelkapitän (Squadron Commander) Hptm 
Hans Bergemann, against protestations, was 
adamant that a successful daylight attack using 

two aeroplanes was feasible. He managed to convince his (seemingly 
sceptical) Gruppenkommandeure Maj Ghert Roth that an attack on the 
Lostock propeller factory could be successful and should proceed. 
 

 
2./KGr.106 Junkers Ju 88 A-4 identical to those used for the raid at Dinard Pleurtuit 

Hptm Bergemann together with 2./KGr.106’s other most experienced 
crew were selected for the operation. They spent the following week 
practising low-level attacks. The flight in and out was to be undertaken 
at wave/tree top height all the way and the bombing was to be carried 
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out from just sixty feet.  Not unlike the Dambuster’s, who practised 
their low-level attacks just a few miles away from New Mills and 
Hayfield at Derwent Reservoir, the purpose of the training was kept 
secret and the crews involved were not told of their intended targets 
until the morning of the attack itself. 
 
To maximise flying time, they would fly unloaded from their home base 
in Brittany at Dinard Pleurtuit to the slightly nearer airfield at Llanveoc-
Poulmic near Brest where they would be refuelled and loaded with their 
deadly arsenal. 
 
Both Ju 88’s were to be loaded to their maximum capacity of 3000kg, 
each with four 250kg HE (High Explosive) bombs with 8 second delay 
fuses on the wing racks and a mixed load of 50kg HE and 1kg 
incendiaries in the fuselage bomb bay. 
 

 
Junkers Ju 88 A-4 identical to those used for the raid at Dinard Pleurtuit 

Their flight plan was in four legs: north from Llanveoc-Poulmic across 
the English Channel past Land’s End, through St George’s Channel, up 
the Irish Sea skirting St David’s Head in south Wales, onto a point 
south of the Isle of Man, before a final run-in across Morecambe Bay to 
Lostock. With their maximum bomb load and even with full fuel tanks a 
return by the same route back down the Irish Sea to their base in 
Brittany would have been impossible.  
 
Their return home, possibly the most dangerous part of their mission, 
would take them in a south-easterly direction straight over the heavily 
defended RAF bomber county of Lincolnshire to The Wash then out 
over the North Sea to their landing destination at Amsterdam-Schiphol 
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(though I have seen suggestions it may have been Soesterberg Airfield 
in Utrecht). There were concerns that even this route would be too far 
for their fuel reserves and their contingency was to fly their last leg, at 
least in part, on a single engine. 
 

 
The intended route 
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The Raid 

 
The date for the raid was set for Friday 3 July 1942. The weather 
forecast for was for low cloud cover all the way to Lostock. The two Ju 
88’s were made ready and departed on the short leg from Dinard 
Pleurtuit to Llanveoc-Poulmic at around 13:30. 
 
     In Ju 88 coded M2+KK (Werknummer 140017): 

 

Hptm Hans Bergemann (pilot) 
Ogfr Bernhard Müller (bombardier/front gunner) 
Uffz Ernst Fahning (wireless operator/rear gunner) 
Uffz Johann Fickenwirth (navigator/ventral gunner) 
 

     In the second Ju 88 coded M2+BK: (Werknummer 140016): 
 

Fw Heinz Majer (pilot) 
Ogfr Horst Weiberny (bombardier/front gunner) 
Uffz Karl Schachtschneider (wireless operator/rear gunner) 
Uffz Theobald Frank (navigator/ventral gunner) 

 
As soon as the aeroplanes arrived at Llanveoc-Poulmic Major Roth, 
who obviously had second thoughts about the operation, telephoned 
Bergemann and ordered him to abandon the operation. There are no 
details of the conversation, but whether Bergemann managed to 
persuade his Gruppenkommandeure or whether he just dis-obeyed the 
order is unknown. The two aeroplanes were refuelled and loaded with 
their bombs and at around 18:00 (UK time), then using rocket assisted 
take-off, the two fully laden Ju 88’s departed Brittany on their mission 
to the north west of England. 
 
Their first three legs were uneventful and went without incident. They 
maintained radio silence flying below radar detection and avoiding 
coastal anti-aircraft defences until they intercepted the dot-zone of a 
radial beam from the German navigational beacon ‘Electra-2’ just south 
of the Isle of Man. Passing through the continuous-zone tone the pilots 
banked right, turning onto their final leg for a run-in to Lostock once 
they heard the pre-defined dash-zone tone. 
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Their final leg should have taken them over the coast at the Ribble 
Valley estuary, then straight to the Rivington Reservoirs and a final 
right turn to fly south-west at zero feet for 2 miles to the De Havilland 
propeller factory at Lostock. 
 
However, cloud cover was lower than forecast and as they crossed the 
coast at about 19:45 it appears to have been much further south than 
planned. Adding to the confusion they may have been using Luftwaffe 
maps identifying Lostock Hall 5 miles further to the north near Preston 
(which had been attacked several times previously - presumably 
because of the nearby Leyland vehicle factory) rather than Lostock near 
Bolton. If this was the case it would have been almost impossible to 
identify their intended target. 
 

 
Two Junkers Ju 88 A-4’s in close formation 

 
Neither aeroplane was able to spot any of the reservoirs or the propeller 
factory at Lostock. With limited fuel reserves there was almost no time 
for a search and in Bergemann’s lead aeroplane an argument seems to 
have taken place about what to do next.  
 
No bombs were dropped and maintaining close formation the two Ju 
88’s continued south-easterly. 
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Run for Home 

 
The two aeroplanes maintained close formation passing low over the 
industrial complex of Trafford Park just to the west of Manchester 
(where they could have released their bombs to good effect, but didn’t) 
and then on to the south of Manchester at Withington where they were 
recognised by a member of the RAF who was on leave. 
 
A few moments later the two raiders were again recognised a few miles 
further east low over Burnage heading south-east, and a short time 
afterwards, Derek Gould, a 16-year-old fire watcher at Bailey’s bandage 
works, spotted them low over Hillgate in Stockport, the crews clearly 
visible.  
 
At 20:10 the incursion was recorded as Raid 299, and an Air Raid Alert 
raised for Manchester which was in place until 20:23. 
 

 
Photo of one of the aeroplanes used in the raid.  

Provided by Derek Brumhead via aviation author Ron Collier from Hans Bergemann  

(There are some uncorroborated and unlikely accounts that they circled 
over Avro’s Woodford aerodrome south of Manchester where Lancaster 
bombers were built. Again, it would have been a good opportunity to 
cause havoc. It may have been a secondary target, but if it was, no 
action was taken.) 
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Whatever route they took they then passed into Derbyshire flying very 
low and fast south-easterly up the River Goyt before veering north-
easterly over New Mills. At exactly 20:00, just before the town centre, 
the two aeroplanes split up slightly.  
 
One of raiders banked tightly to the left firing its machine-guns and 
dropping bombs near Mousley Bottom Gasworks and Torrs Gorge near 
to Lowes Mill (now known as Torr Vale Mill) and the Manchester-
Sheffield railway line. The other took a slightly wider arc to the south 
heading for New Mills railway viaduct on the Stockport-Buxton line 
where it dropped two bombs in Woodside Street. 
 

 
View from New Mills centre looking west along the River Goyt towards Mousley 

Bottom, Lowes Mill in the foreground, New Mills Railway Station and Signal Box on 
the right 

Releasing incendiaries bombs and firing indiscriminately, their flight 
took them from the town centre and over the cricket ground on Church 
Road firing machine-guns as they did so. They then banked around to 
the left dropping further bombs on Low Leighton Road and continued 
up Sett Valley to Hayfield where they dropped more of their bombs.  
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They then climbed and banked around to the right over the high ground 
of Kinder Scout and re-established their exit route in a south-easterly 
direction over the Dark and then White Peak. 
 
They appeared to jettison more bombs over Darlton Quarry near Stoney 
Middleton before strafing Chatsworth House as they made good their 
escape. 

 

 
Bombing locations in New Mills and Hayfield 

 

 
The Ju 88’s route across Derbyshire 
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New Mills 

 
At New Mills the raid had come as a complete surprise, no Air Raid 
Warning was given. As the German bombers approached there was 
confusion about their identity, many eyewitnesses thought that they 
were RAF aeroplanes on low flying exercises. 
 
The time of 8pm was notable. The Town Hall clock was striking the 
hour, many of the town’s residents were in Union Road Cinema 
watching a Will Hay film just metres away from Torrs Gorge explosion. 
 
At Mousley Bottom machine-gun fire had caused holes and small fires 
in a gas holder and an adjacent purifier. Rapid work by staff and the 
Fire Brigade from the nearby fire station (who had to be called by 
messenger as telephones were out of order) soon had them under 
control and the damage patched up.  
 
There was no disruption to supply even though two HE bombs had been 
dropped. The first narrowly missed the gas works before exploding in 
the river. The other also landed in the river but failed to detonate. It was 
removed in a wheelbarrow by workers from the mill and moved up the 
bank, for which thirteen men were later prosecuted for “exposing the 
mill to greater damage should the bomb detonate” and bound over for 
twelve months in the sum of £5. 
 
There were no fatalities, but the initial bombing had done some, and in 
some cases, substantial damage. Windows and window frames were 
blown out (were in actual fact sucked out) of Lowes Mill. There was 
also damage to the railway signal box and the railway station itself. 
Some houses and shops along Union Road and Market Street sustained 
extensive damage and there was damage to overhead telephone and 
electricity cables. Several incendiary bombs were also dropped, but the 
majority failed to ignite and were collected the following day. 
 
The second more southerly aeroplane had also dropped two HE bombs, 
both in Woodside Street. One had landed at the junction of Albion Road 
and Woodside street. It failed to explode. An Air Raid Precautions 
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(ARP) Warden soon arrived, a veteran of WW1 who in order to prevent 
the area from being cordoned off and evacuated, removed the 
detonating fuses and then extracted the TNT explosive into buckets 
which was thrown into the nearby canal before taking the remains of the 
bomb to the Police station. The other bomb allegedly crashed through a 
window of the labour exchange before exploding in the railway 
embankment. Again, there were no fatalities, but one resident was 
treated for severe shock. 
 
As the aeroplanes departed New Mills centre, they sped over the cricket 
pitch where a school’s cup match was in progress between New Mills 
and Hayfield juniors. The Hayfield team were batting, New Mills had 
loaded the infield and outfield with all their fielders. As soon as the two 
aeroplanes appeared the sports master realised what was happening and 
shouted for all the children to lie down. All obliged except Geoffrey 
Wooley, fielding at mid-wicket, who stood transfixed watching the 
events unfold. Harry Dawson at fine leg clearly saw the air gunner 
firing backwards, whilst waiting his turn to bat Hayfield’s Arthur 
Huddleston, clearly saw the German pilot. 
 

 
New Mills cricket ground as it is today – looking west from St. Georges church 

towards the centre of New Mills 
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Machine-gunning had torn up the cricket pitch and scattered the teams 
but, thankfully, there was not a single casualty. As the two aeroplanes 
departed over the adjacent St. Georges Church the Terrified New Mills 
team ran for home.  
 
However, at Low Leighton the raiders had continued to machine-gun 
and drop incendiary bombs but a single HE bomb narrowly missed the 
former workhouse, which at that time was in use as Low Leighton 
Public Assistance Institute. It caused extensive damage to the roof, 
windows and to some nearby houses. At the time it was partly used as 
an infirmary for women with fifty-four patients but fortunately none, or 
any of the staff, were injured. 
 
The HE bomb exploded on the opposite side of the road completely 
destroying a small tin built Wesleyan Chapel (also known as Mission 
Hall or Tin Chapel) and two adjacent semi-detached cottages known as 
Whitfield Villas. 
 

 
Low Leighton Wesleyan Chapel 

The residents of one of the cottages Mr. and Mrs. Travis, together with 
their reluctant twin children, were fortuitously out at a friend’s house, 
Mrs. Ratcliffe on Diglands Avenue for an evening meal. In a curious 
twist of fate at the time of the explosions Mrs. Ratcliffe was attending 
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her poultry outside and sustained injuries to her leg and stomach. How 
fortunate it was that Mr. and Mrs. Travis insisted their children go with 
them as the children wanted to stay at home and play. 
 
The occupants of the other cottage Mr. and Mrs. Handford were also 
out. Mr. Handford was working late, Mrs. Handford was visiting friends 
and their oldest son was training with the Air Cadets (Air Training 
Corps). But 18-year-old Maurice Handford, his 10-year-old sister Joan, 
who had to forego a trip to the cinema to practice the piano, and their 
grandmother Mrs. Gillies, who was 75, were all indoors. Maurice and 
Mrs. Gillies were trapped in the rubble and seriously injured, but sadly, 
Joan Handford was killed immediately. A dog and cat were also 
recovered uninjured from the rubble. 
 

 
Low Leighton Road with Whitfield Villas and the Wesleyan Chapel 

Five others were injured including the chapel’s caretaker 79-year-old 
Daniel McKellar who was reading a book on his allotment in the 
grounds behind the chapel when he was struck by falling debris and hit 
by machine-gun bullets.  
  
Joan Handford was taken to a temporary mortuary at the Bleach works 
of nearby Bate Mill. Maurice Handford and Mrs. Gillies spent several 
days in the infirmary of the Public Assistance Institute before also being 
transferred to Woods Hospital in Glossop. Maurice carried the scars for 
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the rest of his life, but Mrs. Gillies never got over the trauma of the 
attack and died the following year. 
 

 
The remains of the Wesleyan Chapel and Whitfield Villas after the bombing 

 

 

Another view of the remains of the Wesleyan Chapel showing the chapel spire 
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There were ten others injured in the raid and there were 150 reports of 
damage to property. New Mills Town Hall records show that by 
December £727 had been paid to contractors for making good the 
damage with the repairs mainly being for broken windows and frames, 
doors, hinges, locks, plastering, guttering, roof slates, and bullet holes. 
 

 
The remains of the Wesleyan Chapel and Whitfield Villas after the bombing with the 

Public Assistance Institute beyond 

Daniel McKellar was seriously injured. First Aid was administered by 
the rescue party and his granddaughter Nancy Gray but with the damage 
to the Public service Institute infirmary and insufficient medical 
facilities he was immediately transferred by ambulance to Woods 
Hospital in Glossop, but he died the following day. (See Appendix 4 for 
an eye-witness account). 
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Daniel McKellar with his granddaughter Brenda Duckworth 
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Hayfield 

 
Hayfield was similarly taken by surprise. The German aeroplanes flew 
low over Hayfield recreation ground firing their machine-guns and 
released two 50kg HE bombs and some incendiaries. Three stone 
cottages on Spring Vale Road just behind the centre of this beautiful 
picturesque tourist town were obliterated. Reports from the time tell of 
a lack of panic and hysteria.  
 

 
Hayfield with Spring Vale Road cottages (centre, left) 

The Home Guard, Special Police and the Civil Defence Services were 
soon on site. Many had rushed there without time to put their uniforms 
on and with only their helmets for protection. They worked, together 
with local residents, with amazing strength and speed, and yet with 
extreme care sifting through the rubble for survivors. 
 
Sadly, there were six fatalities: Albert and Edith Gibson, their two 
daughters Margaret (20) and Gladys (18), together with Hannah 
Robinson who was collecting rent, were killed in one of the houses and 
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in one of the other houses Freda Thorpe, a 10-year-old evacuee from 
Belle Vue in Manchester. Freda’s two brothers Eddie (8) and Allan (6), 
their grandmother Mrs. Callaghan and their aunt Mrs. Rose Bramhall 
had to be dug from the rubble of their wrecked house but thankfully 
survived.  A nearby wooden garage was used as a temporary mortuary. 
 

 
Hannah Robinson (née Cooper) 

 
Spring Vale Road after the bombing 
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Stoney Middleton 

 
After bombing and strafing Hayfield, the two aeroplanes climbed up 
over the moorland plateau of Kinder Scout, banked around to their right 
and re-established their south-easterly flight plan. 
 
They dropped the last of their bombs on Darlton Quarry near Stoney 
Middleton as the sped homewards.  
 
Locals remembered “that the planes were so low they blew leaves off 
the trees as they flew over. Then followed a terrible bang and lots of 
smoke with people running and shouting. However, the plant was soon 
repaired and back into full production.”  
 
There were no casualties, but a crusher shed and a blacksmith’s shop 
sustained damaged. 
 

 
Aftermath of the bombing at Darlton Quarry 
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Chatsworth House 

 
Flying from the north-west the two raiders passed over Chatsworth 
House and again opened fire with their machine-guns. The roof, north, 
and west side of the house were hit by machine-gun fire, narrowly 
missing rare paintings hanging on the library wall.  
 
The Stately Home at that time was in use as a school for 250 girls 
evacuated from a private school in Penrhos North wales. Fortunately, at 
the time of the attack the girls were all in the main hall for prayers and 
again there were no casualties. 
 
In a matter of seconds, the two German aeroplanes had exploited 
another cruel opportunity to wreak havoc, and then disappeared. 
 

 
Chatsworth House looking at the west facade 

 



 

26 
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Interception 

 
By the time the two German Ju 88s had departed the Chatsworth House 
area the ROC post (Royal Observer Corps) at Collingham, 
Nottinghamshire were well aware of the Ju 88 incursion and reported 
their movements (by then identified as Raid 301) with a series of 
accurate plots to 12 Group Fighter Command who were responsible for 
the Midlands. 
 
The Sector Controller Sqn Ldr Mawdesley immediately called for two 
flight sections to be scrambled from the RAF base at Kirton in Lindsey, 
20 miles north of Lincoln. 
 
Based at RAF Kirton in Lindsey was Polish 303 Fighter Squadron. 
They had arrived in mid-June, from RAF Northolt in London with 
nineteen Spitfires, for rest and replenishment.  
 

 
303 Squadron Supermarine Spitfires Mk VB 
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303 Squadron is arguably the most famous fighter squadron of all time, 
they were the squadron that scored the highest number of ‘kills’ in The 
Battle of Britain two years earlier. Complete with several of their ‘aces’ 
they were commanded by the world-famous Battle of Britain ace, 
highly decorated, enigmatic, and colourful character that was Sqn Ldr 
Jan Zumbach. He was one of the founding pilots of 303 Squadron and 
his total officially credited wartime tally was 12 destroyed, 2 shared 
destroyed, 5 probably destroyed, and 1 damaged. 
 
Since arriving at RAF Kirton in Lindsey their flying had been limited to 
training, patrols and escort duties. The pilots considered it boring which 
had led to some cavalier flying around the airfield and even some 
conflict within the squadron.  
 
A patrol in the morning of 3 July had been uneventful but, in the 
evening, as always, two Sections were standing at readiness at the 
dispersal point. An announcement was made over the loudspeaker for 
Yellow Section to scramble followed shortly after for White Section to 
also scramble.  As the two flight sections took to the air that evening it 
was time for some real action again. 
 
     Yellow Section, comprised of two Supermarine Spitfires Mk VB 
 

Yellow 1 – Flt Sgt Kazimierz Wünsche (AB151 – RF-F) 
Yellow 2 – Flt Sgt Mieczyslaw Popek (BL670 – RF-K) 

 
      
     White Section, comprised of two Supermarine Spitfires Mk VB 
 

White 1 – Plt Off Tadeusz Kołecki (AR318 – RF-L) 
White 2 – Sgt Aleksander Rokitnicki (W3948 – RF-C) 

 
Yellow Section were airborne at 20:05 and circled the airfield waiting 
for White Section. They were joined at 20:10 by the other two Spitfires. 
To avoid any language problems Sqn Ldr Mawdesley handed control of 
the operation to Polish Controller Flt Lt Ostaszewski who ordered both 
flights over Lincoln on a vector of 190 degrees and instructing them to 
maintain sufficient height to remain in radio contact. 
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Cloud cover was still very low, confirmed by a British Bristol 
Beaufighter seen entering the cloud base at around 1000 feet. The four 
Spitfires were flying at 500 feet when Yellow 1 (Wünsche) in the lead, 
sighted two aeroplanes two miles east of Lincoln flying at zero feet 
heading east in close formation, and identified them as Ju 88’s. He 
immediately notified both sections and changed course and closed in 
fast from the rear-above-left and opened fire on both Ju 88’s using short 
bursts from his two cannon and four machine-guns from about 300 
yards in order to slow them down and ensure the other Spitfire attacks 
would be more effective. The attack must have caught the two Ju 88’s 
completely by surprise as they had no time to climb into the thick cloud 
for protection. 
 
The two Junkers split, Yellow 2 (Popek) followed on attacking Fw 
Majer’s M2+BK as it veered towards the north, diving from the rear 
using long bursts from his cannon and machine-guns, firing from 250 
yards and breaking off the attack at about 20 yards. Uffz Frank, the air 
gunner in the rear upper turret had returned fire causing damage to 
Popek’s propeller, but the Ju 88 was already on fire in both engines and 
loosing height. It crashed in flames at 20:25 into a tree and farm 
buildings at Limes Farm near Baumber. The port engine broke off and 
remained on the top floor of a granary but fortunately caused no fire in 
the building. The remainder of the aeroplane crashed into the farmyard 
demolishing some outbuildings where it burst into flames on impact and 
was completely burnt out. All four crew members died instantly. 
 

 
303 Squadron intervention 
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Whilst Yellow Section had been concentrating on M2+BK White 
section had engaged Hptm Bergemann’s M2+KK. White 1 (Kołecki) 
attacked with a series of short bursts from the rear-above before peeling 
away. White 2 (Rokitnicki) attacked from the rear-right-above firing 
from a distance of 300 yards down to 50 yards using as series of short 
bursts.  
 
Once M2+BK had crashed Yellow 2 (Popek) also joined in the pursuit 
of M2+KK whose plight was by then hopeless. Popek fired his 
remaining ammunition before making dummy attack runs to cause 
confusion. 
 

 
Junkers Ju 88 with starboard engine of fire 

Bergemann with his starboard engine on fire managed to crash-land his 
stricken aeroplane in a cornfield at Odlings Farm between Aswardby 
and Harrington. As the Spitfires circled around like vultures the four 
crew members were all seen to get out of the wreck and run towards the 
nearest hedge.  
 
Within minutes the aeroplane ignited with a brilliant white phosphorous 
explosion as the crew purposely destroyed the remnants of the 
aeroplane. On inspection of the wreckage it was found to be still 
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carrying a 50kg un-exploded HE bomb and several 1kg incendiary 
bombs. Interestingly, official reports of the incident state that in the 
wreckage there was “an FuG16 receiver fitted with remote fine 
tuning…. This is the first specimen seen in this country”.  
 

 
Downed M2+KK photographed from the successful Spitfires 

 

 
Downed M2+KK self-destructing photographed from the successful Spitfires 



 

32 

Significantly Bergemann’s M2+KK was the 178th enemy aircraft 
attributed to 303 Squadron. The four Spitfires were all recovered safely 
back at Kirton in Lindsey between 20:45 and 20:55, albeit Popek’s 
Spitfire RF-K with a damaged propeller. The four Polish pilots were 
each awarded with ½ a kill each. 
 

 
The actual route of the Ju 88’s 

 
Destination 

 Approx. 
Distance 

(km) 

Approx. 
Flight Time 

(mins) 

Approx. 
Time 
(UK) 

 Take-off-Brest   18:00 
Brest Land’s End 200 30 18:30 
Land’s End St David’s Head 175 25 18:55 
St David’s Head Isle of Man 200 30 19:25 
Isle of Man Ribble Estuary 140 20 19:45 
Ribble Estuary Lostock 35 7 19:52 
Lostock Manchester 30 6 19:58 
Manchester New Mills 10 2 20:00 
New Mills Hayfield 5 1 20:01 
Hayfield Stoney Middleton 35 5 20:06 
Stoney Middleton Chatsworth House 7.5 1 20:07 
Chatsworth House Lincoln 85 15 20:22 
Lincoln Shot down 45 7 20:29 

Approximate distance and times  
(assuming average cruise speed of 400km/h) 
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Flt Sgt’s Wünsche and Popek following their successful mission 

As German aerial activity over Lincolnshire was by that time a rare 
occurrence, the shooting down of the two German raiders became quite 
a story as recounted by (bored) British Night Fighter pilot Alastair 
Goodrum who was based at Kirton in Lindsey at that time: 
 
“Kirton in Lindsey mess was full of Polish Spitfire pilots from 303 
Squadron led by Sqn Ldr Jan Zumbach. They were a grand bunch of 
chaps, full of beans and they would, listen to our woeful tales of 
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fruitless chases then shoot us a line about their recent slice of real 
action near the airfield and we’d all have a good laugh. I was very 
envious of their cannon-armed Spits, though.” 
 

 
Flt Sgt’s Wünsche and Popek following their successful mission alongside Flt Sgt 

Popek’s Spitfire RF-K 

Local papers sensationalized the event with articles such as: 
 
“How two Nazi raider planes which bombed houses and machine-
gunned civilians and children in the North Midlands on Friday evening 
were brought down by Polish airmen makes one of the most dramatic 
air raid stories of the year”. 
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Battle Trophy 

 
Though a very brief encounter for 303 Squadron it was nevertheless a 
significant piece of action following the heady days of The Battle of 
Britain in 1940. The crash sites were visited by numerous members of 
the squadron and two Iron Cross 2nd Class (EKII) were collected from 
the wreckage of M2+BK (one dated 1939).  
 

 
Sqn Ldr Zumbach inspecting a downed Ju 88 
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Other items recovered from M2+KK included a dinghy paddle, a 
machine-gun, a signal pistol and a gravity knife inscribed with HB (the 
initials of pilot Hans Bergemann). However, the most significant item 
was a panel section of the (largely) undamaged tail fin adorned with a 
Nazi Hakenkreuz (Swastika). 
 

 
Dinghy paddle and machine-gun recovered from M2+KK 

In addition, an undamaged life jacket was also recovered which 
Kazimierz Wünsche seemed to prefer to his standard RAF issue Mae 
West as he went on to use it in subsequent sorties. 
 

 
Flt Sgt’s Wünsche (left) and German life jacket with Fg Off Lipiński, Sgt Rokitnicki 

and Flt Lt Bieńkowski, 
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For a while the fin section was proudly hung on the wall of Sqn Ldr Jan 
Zumbach’s office at Kirton in Lindsey, but it was too valuable an asset 
to remain there seen only by a privileged few. It was soon adorned with 
details of the event and used in numerous publicity photos taken in 
August in preparation for Squadron Day on 1 September. 
 

 
Sqn Ldr Zumbach with M2+KK tail fin displayed on his office wall 

 
Flt Sgt Popek and an Iron Cross recovered from M2+BK 
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Most of the pictures feature Zumbach’s Spitfire VB (BM144 – RF-D, 
even though it wasn’t one of the aeroplanes used) complete with his war 
tally (at that time: 11 destroyed, 4 probably destroyed), the 303 
Squadron Kościuszko logo, and Zumbach’s personal Donald Duck logo 
(apparently because his distinctive nose resembled a duck’s beak), and 
one of the Iron Crosses recovered from M2+BK attached to the side. 
 

 
Sgt Rokitnicki and an Iron Cross recovered from M2+BK in Sqn Ldr Zumbach’s 

Spitfire RF-D 

 
Flt Sgt Popek and an Iron Cross recovered from M2+BK in Sqn Ldr Zumbach’s 

Spitfire RF-D 
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Sqn Ldr Zumbach’s Spitfire RF-D and Ju 88 tail fin 

 

 
Misia the 303 Squadron dog and Sqn Ldr Zumbach’s Spitfire RF-D 
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303 Squadron’s Sgt Rokitnicki, Flt Sgt Wünsche, Flt Lt Bieńkowski, Plt Off Kolecki, 

Fg Off Lipiński, and Fg Off Horbaczewski 

 

303 Squadron’s Sgt Rokitnicki, Flt Sgt Wünsche, Flt Lt Bieńkowski, Plt Off Kolecki, 
Fg Off Lipiński, and Fg Off Horbaczewski 
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Fate of the Aircrew 

 
303 Squadron RAF 

At the start of WW2 Germany invaded Poland by from the west on 1 
September 1939. Russia then also invaded from the east on 17 
September 1939. Much of the Polish Government and the remains of 
the Polish Armed Forces escaped Poland through Romania and 
eventually set up a Government in Exile in France.  
 
Once in France the Polish pilots who had managed to escape formed a 
Polish Fighter section which was attached to the French Air force, and 
despite using outdated and unsuitable aircraft achieved some success 
during the German invasion of France. 
 
When France capitulated in June 1940, the Poles refused to surrender 
and the Polish Government in exile and its fighting forces moved to 
Britain, where it remined until 1990.  
 

303 Squadron was one of sixteen Polish 
RAF squadrons in the UK during WW2. It 
was formed at RAF Squires Gate in 
Blackpool in July 1940 and was deployed 
to RAF Northolt near London on 2 August 
1940 at the height of the Battle of Britain. It 
was operational using Hawker Hurricanes 
on 31 August and famously achieved its 
first success against marauding German 
bombers whist still undergoing training. 

 
During the Battle of Britain, it was the 

highest scoring of all fighter squadrons despite entering action almost 
two months after the start. It remained on active operational duty until 
all Polish Forces in the West were disbanded in December 1946. 
 
303 Squadron combat success: 

 Confirmed Probable Damaged 
Battle of Britain 126 13 9 
Total 297 35 25 

303 Squadron Logo 
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Kazimierz Wünsche 

Born in the town of Jaroslaw 5 June 1919 he 
joined the Polish Air Force NCO (Non-
Commissioned Officers) School for Minors 
in 1936. He graduated as a fighter pilot in 
1939 and was posted to 111th Fighter 
Escadrille of the 1st Polish Air Regiment in 
Warsaw and saw action against the invading 
German forces. 
 
Avoiding capture by the Soviet Red Army he 

escaped by road to Romania where he spent a short period in 
internment, but by 11 November had arrived in France and fought with 
the Polish section of the French Air Force until the fall of France. 
 
He was evacuated by sea to England and was immediately posted to 
303 Squadron and was shot down on 9 September 1940. After a month 
in hospital he resumed duties and flew throughout the war.  
 
Ultimately promoted to Flt Lt and (unusually for many Poles) returned 
to Poland 1947. He avoided communist persecution and was permitted 
to join the People’s Polish Air Force but was expelled for political 
reasons. He later joined the Air Medical Service where he flew air/sea 
rescue operations. He died in Warsaw on 10 July 1980 and is buried in 
Powązki Military Cemetery Warsaw. 
 
Mieczyslaw Popek 

Mieczyslaw Popek was born in Siedlce on 
30 October 1916. He was drafted into the 
Polish Air Force in November 1937, 
graduated in 1938 and then completed a 
Higher Fighter Pilot course. 
 
He was assigned to the Polish 152 Fighter 
Squadron and was involved in the first aerial 
combat missions of WW2. Using outdated 
and outperformed PZL P.11c aircraft he is 

credited along with others in the shooting down of four German Heinkel 
He 111 bombers. 
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PZL P.11c (Państwowe Zakłady Lotnicze - State Aviation Works) 

Popek’s luck ran out and he was shot down on 10 September during a 
dogfight with a Messerschmitt Bf 110. Uninjured he managed to escape 
via Romania to Lyon in France where he joined the Polish section of the 
French Air Force. On 23 June 1940 he travelled to England on the ex-
Polish Liner the M/S Batory and was initially assigned to Polish 307 
Night Fighter Squadron. After spending time with 32 and 249 RAF 
Squadrons he joined 303 Polish Squadron in February 1941. 
 
He was killed aged 27, on 14 January 1944 after completing a training 
flight in a Miles Master III aeroplane at RAF Tollerton near 
Nottingham. He is buried in the Polish War Cemetery in Newark-on-
Trent Nottinghamshire. 
 
Tadeusz Kołecki 

Plt Off Tadeusz Kołecki was born in Wąbrzeźno 
on 24 May 1919 and like the other pilots of 303 
Squadron had escaped Poland via Romania and 
France before arriving in England and flying with 
303 Squadron. 
 
By 14 September 1943 he had been promoted to 
Fg Off when he was tragically killed, aged only 

24, returning to RAF Northolt following an uneventful escort operation 
when his engine failed, and he forced landed his Spitfire IX which burst 
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into flames at Sandy Lodge Golf Club in Northwood Middlesex. He is 
buried at Layton Cemetery Blackpool. 
 
Aleksander Rokitnicki 

Aleksander Rokitnicki was born 26 February 
1919 in the south-eastern part of pre-WW2 
Poland that is now Ukraine. After escaping 
Poland to fight with 303 Squadron he moved to 
Canada in 1947 where he was known as ‘Rocky’. 
He worked in a research laboratory and made a 
significant contribution to the development of the 
rabies vaccine ERA (‘R’ stands for Rokitnicki). 
He continued to fly as an instructor for the Royal 

Canadian Air Cadets. He died 10 December 2009 and is buried in 
Toronto. 
 
Jan Zumbach 

Jan Zumbach was born 14 April 1915 near 
Warsaw. His mother was Polish but his father, 
though raised in Poland, had Swiss nationality. He 
joined the Polish Army in 1934 but in January 
1936 he transferred to the Polish Air Force 
College. 
 
He was commissioned as a fighter pilot in 1938 

and was posted to 111th Fighter Escadrille of the 1st Polish Air 
Regiment in Warsaw. He was badly injured in flying accident in May 
1939, after which he spent several months in hospital and missed the 
opportunity for aerial combat in the defence of Poland. 
 
When Russia invaded Poland on 17 September 1939, he managed to 
escape from Poland in an RWD-13 light touring aeroplane to Romania. 
Avoiding internment, he left Romania by sea and arrived at Marseille 
on 30 October 1939 and flew for the Polish Government in Exile 
alongside the French Air Force until its collapse. 
 
He arrived across the English Channel on 18 June 1940 and was posted 
to 303 Squadron on 2 August just as it arrived at RAF Northolt. He 
went on to become a Fighter Ace (Five confirmed ‘kills’) and was shot 
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down several times. He continued on operational service and was 
eventually promoted to Wg Cdr.  
 
After de-mobilization he settled in France where he continued his 
colourful lifestyle. Using his father’s Swiss nationality, he flew 
contraband around Southern Europe and the Middle East. In 1962 he 
helped create Avikat, the air force of Congolese breakaway state of 
Katanga.  He went on to deal in second-hand aircraft until 1967 when as 
John Brown he organised and commanded the eastern Nigerian 
breakaway state Biafran Air force, flying a Douglas B-26 Invader.  
 
He died in France 3 January 1986 in unclear circumstances and is 
buried at Powązki Military Cemetery in Warsaw. 
 

 
Jan Zumbach in his much-photographed Spitfire RF-D 
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The German Aircrews 

The four German airmen that died in M2+BK are buried in the 
Deutscher Soldatenfriedhof in Cannock Chase Staffordshire which 
contains the bodies of many German servicemen who died in the UK 
during both World Wars.  
 
All four crew members of M2+KK surrendered at a nearby farmhouse 
and were quickly arrested by the local Home Guard, where on 
questioning they stated (wrongly) that they had bombed their intended 
military targets. They remained as prisoners of war.   
 
 
 
 
  



 

47 

Conclusion 

 
The De Havilland propeller factory at Lostock was a potential target for 
the Germans, Luftwaffe reconnaissance photos positively identify it. It 
was never attacked during the war; the factory still exists and is now 
part of BAe Systems. Another Luftwaffe target map correctly identifies 
Lostock Hall but incorrectly labels it ‘Luftschraubenwerk De 
Havilland’ (De Havilland Air Screw Factory). If this is the map the two 
German aircrews were using on 3 July 1942 it’s hardly surprising that 
they failed to find their target. 
 

 
German target map incorrectly identifying the De Havilland factory at Lostock Hall 
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The rural and remote villages of New Mills and Hayfield were clearly 
not any intended, or even mistaken targets even though there were 
several other bombings and V1’s in the surrounding areas during WW2. 
 
There are unlikely suggestions that the bombers were following the 
railway line away from Manchester as an easy navigational aid and 
opportunistically attempted to bomb the two railway viaducts at New 
Mills. 
 
It is known that after bombing raids in the north-west of England 
German bomber crews would take a direct flight plan south-east over 
Lincolnshire to the North Sea as this was the shortest route back to 
German occupied Holland with the least overfly of British land 
defences and interceptors. Such a route would have taken the raiders 
over the New Mills/Hayfield area. 
 

 
New Mills Central Railway Station and Signal Box 

But for me it’s a mystery why the two Ju 88’s took a ‘dog-leg’ that took 
them over New Mills and Hayfield. My best guess is that the cloud 
cover was too low along their planned exit route and the flight path up 
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the Goyt and Sett Valleys had less cloud cover and offered a clearer 
homeward route. The villages of New Mills and Hayfield were the last 
clusters of buildings they came across before reaching high moorland. It 
was a chance to dispose of their loads and at least wreak some damage 
and possibly also to lighten their load in order to conserve fuel to make 
themselves more manoeuvrable for the dogfights that they knew would 
inevitably come. 
 
The damage at Mousley Bottom and around New Mills station was 
minimal and soon repaired. There is a report that the unexploded bomb 
which had been pulled out of the river and left in a wheelbarrow on the 
muddy bank became quite an attraction until warning signs were 
eventually erected and the entire area cordoned off by police.  
 

 
Mousley Bottom Gasworks before demolition 

The Gasworks at Mousley Bottom was demolished in 1980 and there is 
almost no evidence today anywhere in New Mills of the bombings 
except, perhaps, for a hole in the wooden fence along Station Road. 
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This was identified and alleged by Wilfred Larkum (from a recorded 
interview with Derek Brumhead, July 1987) who was the manager at 
Mousley Bottom Gas works at the time of the attack and for many years 
after, to be from a German bullet. 
 

 

The alleged bullet hole caused by German machine-gun fire  
– looks convincing to me! 

There is no evidence of the event on Woodside Street or any of the 
town centre streets that had suffered damage. 
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The junction of Albion Road and Woodside Street. Swizzel’s sweet factory can be 

seen a short distance up Albion Road 

At Low Leighton the Public Assistance Institute became Ollersett View 
Hospital in 1948, and then in 2001 it was renovated, converted into 
luxury flats and renamed Ollersett House. The two cottages of Whitfield 
Villas were re-built, as requested by the Handford family, in their 
original design, but the chapel was beyond repair and never replaced.  
 

 
 Ollersett House – formally Hayfield Union Workhouse, the Public Assistance 

Institute and Ollersett View Hospital 
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As mentioned at the beginning New Mills Fire Station now occupies the 
location of the destroyed Low Leighton Wesleyan Chapel. After the war 
a replacement church was constructed on nearby High Hill Road. There 
was a procession from the site of the original Wesleyan Chapel 
followed by a stone laying ceremony on 7 August 1954 during which 
Mrs. J Duckworth laid a commemorative stone in memory of her father 
Daniel McKellar.  
 

 
Procession along Low Leighton Road from the site of the old Wesleyan Chapel to the 

site of the new chapel on High Hill Road -7 August 1954 
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Stone laying ceremony at the new chapel -7 August 1954 

The new church known as Low Leighton Methodist Community Church 
was officially opened on 3 July 1955 exactly thirteen years after the 
destruction of the original ‘Tin Chapel’.  
 

 
Low Leighton Methodist Community Church – High Hill Road 
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Nothing of the original Low Leighton Wesleyan Chapel, which opened 
on 4 February 1911, was salvaged or reused; the only remaining 
memento is the original keys to the Tin Chapel doors. 
 

 
Keys to the original Low Leighton Wesleyan Chapel 

Joan Handford and Daniel McKellar are buried at St. Georges Church 
next to the cricket ground and are commemorated with their names on 
the War Memorial in the church grounds. 
 

 
Whitfield Villas and the Wesleyan Chapel before bombing and the same view today 
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Commemorative plaque in St Georges church for Joan Handford and Daniel McKellar 

Similarly, in Hayfield the quaint stone-built cottages on Spring Vale 
Road were never replaced, and no plaque (as far as I know) has ever 
been erected. In fact, there are no signs at all to give any clue of the 
carnage and destruction. As at New Mills, the names of those killed are 
commemorated on the War Memorial in the centre of Hayfield village 
with the simple inscription “The Following civilians were killed by 
enemy action – Their name liveth for evermore”. 
 

 
Spring Vale Road after the bombing and the same view today 
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Hayfield War Memorial 

At Darlton Quarry near Stoney Middleton there are no lasting reminders 
of the bombings. However, a historical information plaque near to the 
village suggests that quarry was targeted by two Messerschmitt Bf 
110’s (Me 110) ‘to disrupt stone production which was of used in the 
construction industry and for the war effort’.  
 
It is clear that this was not the case for either point as we now know the 
bombing was merely an opportunistic raid by two Ju 88’s as the aircraft 
tried to return to their base. In reality the operational range of Me 110’s 
would have been insufficient to carry out such an adventurous raid. 
  

 
Stoney Middleton information plaque 
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The girls occupying Chatsworth House at the time of the raid had been 
relocated from Penrhos College in Wales as their boarding school had 
been requisitioned by the military for storage purposes.  
 
After WW2 the RAF base at Penrhos served as a demobilization camp 
for Polish servicemen and provided medical care, accommodation and 
support to those Polish ex-servicemen and women who remained in the 
UK following the War.  
 
It developed into a ‘Polish Village’ with a church, library, common 
rooms, shop and allotments. It is probable that some of the surviving 
members of 303 Squadron, like many of the Poles who had fought in 
the West during WW2 and were never able to return to their homes in 
Poland will have spent as least some of their holidays or convalescent 
time there. 
 
Penhros Polish village still exists today, run by the Polish Housing 
Society, and has a very significant place in Polish history with many 
Polish WW2 veterans still having holiday homes there. A poignant 
plaque, dated 3 May 1947 in the church yard, optimistically states “On 
the way to free Poland”- for most Poles, like my father, this was to be 
an unrealised dream - their homeland was lost to the Soviet Union 
forever in 1939. 
 
At Chatsworth House there was little actual damage though some 
windows were broken and some plastering had to be made good, but a 
table was damaged, in which the bullet hole remains to this day.  
 
The parents of the girls boarding there at that time were so relieved that 
nobody was injured they collected £50 ‘in appreciation of the skill of 
the Polish pilots who destroyed the two planes which made the attack 
and prevented a return visit’. 
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Penrhos Polish Church and plaque as it is today 

 
Inscription on the plaque at Penrhos Polish Church  
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Prized Possession  

 
As can be seen from the photos, some of the most famous pictures of 
the most celebrated WW2 Battle of Britain Fighter squadron involve a 
link to the High Peak in Derbyshire.  
 
The photos include the most significant 303 Squadron trophy – not a 
relic from their incredible record in The Battle of Britain, but a fin 
section from their 178th kill, a Ju 88 bomber that had set out from a base 
in France to bomb a propeller factory north of Manchester but instead 
fatally bombed the rural Derbyshire towns of New Mills and Hayfield 
before being shot down over Lincolnshire. 
 

 
Flt Lt Bieńkowski and Sqn Ldr Zumbach with their prized Ju 88 trophy 

Amazingly, this trophy still exists, in its original condition together with 
the dinghy paddle from the same action. They are displayed with pride 
and honour at, the excellent former Polish Government in Exile’s 
Embassy, now Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum (PISM) in 
London.  
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The prized Ju 88 trophy and dinghy paddle at PISM in London 

 

 
Signal pistol and initialled gravity knife belonging to Hptm Hans Bergemann 
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Postscript 

 
Having written this small piece on a largely unknown local event in 
recent history, it has been a pleasure in giving presentations in New 
Mills, Hayfield and in the surrounding towns and villages. It has been 
an absolute privilege to meet and talk to some of the people that were 
there at the time and hear their first-hand accounts of the events on that 
fateful day.   
 
I was especially privileged in my presentation to New Mills Local 
History Society, held in New Mills Town Hall on 8 November 2019,  to 
be joined by two members of the cricket match, a resident of one of the 
cottages that was destroyed at Low Leighton, and a member of the 
Home Guard who was on duty at the time of the bombing. 
 

 
Geoffrey Wooley – New Mills cricket team, Eric Livesley – Home Guard, 

Arthur Huddleston – Hayfield cricket team, Frank Pleszak, Roy Travis – lived in 
Whitfield Villas at the time of the bombing 
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It was also an honour, on 3 July 2019, the seventy-seventh anniversary 
of the raid, to present a copy of the first edition of this piece of work to 
the trustees of the Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, the 
proud keepers of the Ju 88 fin from the raiding bomber M2+KK. 
 

 
Donating a first edition of this book to Krzysztof Barbarski at the Polish Institute and 

Sikorski Museum in London 
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It would be invidious to suggest that there hasn’t been any 
commemorations of this event.  
 
There has been a regular remembrance in New Mills every ten years. 
For the fiftieth anniversary there was a special event with a display at 
New Mills Heritage Centre which ran from 27 June to 10 July 1992 and 
on the 3 July 2012 there was a special remembrance with the unveiling 
of the commemorative plaque at New Mills Fire Station together with a 
two-minute silence at the exact time the bombs struck seventy years 
before. 
 

 
Fireman David Ives, Church Steward Mike Doughty and Derek Brumhead at the 70th 

anniversary commemoration  

In nearby Hayfield John Pope has arranged an annual remembrance for 
the six civilians killed on that fateful day with a memorial of six red 
poppies carrying the individual names of the Hayfield victims at both 
Spring Vale Road and at Hayfield war memorial. 
 
Perhaps the last thing to mention, and very important to some, is that 
the boys school cricket match between New Mills and Hayfield was 
replayed the following Wednesday (8 July 1942), 

and the winners were – 
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the team from New Mills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Painting of a Ju 88 during the raid, presented to Derek Brumhead by Roni 
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Appendix 1: Casualties 

 
New Mills (from Air Raid Warden Area Organiser’s Report. Report 
Area B.) 
  
Killed 
Joan Handford Whitfield Villas, New Mills Died at the scene. Aged 10 
Daniel McKellar Highfield Terrace, New Mills Died in hospital. Aged 79 

 
Injured 
Mrs. Marsland Woodside Street, New Mills Bruised hand 
Mrs. C Hill Albion Road, New Mills Cut to right hand 
Miss Joan Green Wirksmoor Road, New Mills Bruised arm, forehead & 

ankle 
Mrs. S Ratcliffe  Diglands Avenue, New Mills Wound right thigh & 

stomach 
Mr.Albert Littlewood High Hill Road, New Mills Wound left hand 
Mr. Brian Lindup Acorn Terrace, Newtown, New 

Mills 
Eyes slightly injured 

Mrs. A Bardsley Wood Street, New Mills Severe Shock 
J H Wharmby St Alban’s Road, New Mills Head Injury 
Maurice Handford Whitfield Villas, New Mills Cut lip & shock (eyes) 
Mrs. Gillies Whitfield Villas, New Mills Buried, Severe shock 

In addition, F Mills of Rescue Party BX was injured and collapsed after 
a fall of masonry. 
  
Hayfield 
  
Albert Gibson Sett View, Spring Vale Road Died at the scene. Aged 61 
Edith Gibson Sett View, Spring Vale Road Died at the scene. Aged 49 
Gladys May Gibson Sett View, Spring Vale Road Died at the scene.  

Aged 19 
Margaret Jane 
Gibson 

Sett View, Spring Vale Road Died at the scene. Aged 21 

Hannah Robinson from Little Hayfield Died at Sett View. Aged 
47 

Freda Thorpe From Belle Vue, Manchester Died at Sett View. Aged 
10 
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Junkers Ju 88 Crew (M2+BK) 
 

Fw Heinz Majer Pilot Died at crash site 
Ogfr Horst Weiberny bombardier/front gunner Died at crash site 
Uffz Karl Schachtschneider Wireless operator/rear gunner Died at crash site 
Uffz Theobald Frank Navigator /ventral gunner Died at crash site 
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Appendix 2: Eyewitness accounts 

 
Extracts from: High Peak Radio recording of a personal account 
from Nancy Gray, granddaughter of Daniel McKellar, on the 70th 
anniversary of the raid on 3 July 2012. 
 
“… That’s my mother’s father Daniel McKellar. He was the caretaker 
of the Wesleyan Chapel…. 
 
On the day I was working at Fairy Aviation building the (Handley 
Page) Halifax bomber, with my sister, and we got home that Friday 
night and we’d had tea. 
 
I was living on Highfield Terrace just at the back of the main road (Low 
Leighton Road), all I can remember was this terrific noise of 
aeroplanes …. and then ‘boom boom boom’ just like that …. 
 
We were all shocked, all the windows were in … after that I run out, run 
down the back, and as I come down Highfield Terrace nobody was 
about, all the windows were out, chaos. 
 
Just coming up Cale Road was Mr. Higginbottom and he was carrying 
my grandfather on his shoulder, he’d picked him up where the houses 
were, and he was carrying him home. 
 
I met him, both of us attended to him, he was semi-conscious. His mouth 
was clogged with dirt and I just said ‘Granddad I can’t give you a 
drink, but I’ll wet your  mouth, I’ll clean your mouth’ and he said ‘aye 
aye, do that’, but he wasn’t with us really…. 
 
And then the ambulance came from Glossop because we couldn’t use 
the hospital in Low Leighton …  
 
He died in the night. 
 
(The bullets) hit him in his legs…. He was on his allotment; they had 
machine-gunned him …. 
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Low Leighton was in chaos, everybody was going crazy running 
around.  
 
The little girl at the piano was Joan Handford, she was about 10 and 
she was a friend of my cousin Brenda Duckworth and they’d asked her 
to go to the cinema with them that night and if she’s have gone with 
them she’d have been ok, but her mother said no you must do your 
piano practice, so she stayed and that’s where she was when it 
happened.” 
 

 
Nancy Gray, 2012 
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Extracts from: A personal recollection of Eric Livesley on Home 
Guard duty at the time of the attack. 

“I was born in 1924 so I was just 18 at the time and a member of the 
No. 2 Mobile Home Guard Platoon commanded by Lieutenant Hesketh 
from Strines [between New Mills and Marple]. We were attached to the 
3rd Battalion Sherwood Foresters under the command of Major James 
Cochrane, a commissioned officer of WW1. 
 
As a mobile unit we had motorised transport. A five-ton Bedford lorry 
belonging to the local Co-op [Cooperative Wholesale Society] driven 
by one of their employees with the rank of Lance Corporal plus three 
dispatch riders who owned their own motorcycles. Our manpower was 
about twenty-five. We all worked at our daytime employments and 
attended the unit at least four times a week, with week-end exercises 
and manoeuvres once a month with the RAF from Harper Hill Buxton. 
 

 
New Mills Home Guard Dispatch Riders at Town Hall during WW2 

From left: Mr Spencer (from Thornsett), Alf Smith (barber), Frank Marshall (baker), 
Eric Livesley (Hayfield chemist), Edgar Thorpe (driver), Alf Clapham (cabinet 

maker), Mr Greenwood (engineer) 
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On the night of the air raid, a warm summers evening, we were 
practicing machine-gun drill with our Lewis gun outside the drill hall 
on Longlands Road -without ammunition! 
 
Two explosions and gunfire came from the gasworks area, an aircraft 
at low level flashed across the bottom of Longlands Road and 
disappeared over the cricket field. A few more explosions and gunshots 
and it was gone in about ten seconds. 
 
“Get on your bike and see what has happened at Low Leighton and 
Hayfield”, Off I went. What a mess, I couldn’t get through to Hayfield 
so back to the drill hall for further orders. 
 
I was issued with ONE bullet and instructions “bring it back, or you’ll 
be charged for it”. 
 
I was sent down to Tor Vale Mill to stand guard on the iron bridge over 
the river with orders that no one be allowed to cross due to the 
unexploded bombs near the gasworks and danger of fire from the 
leaking gasometer where Wilfred Larkum was plugging up bullet holes 
with corks. 
 
All across to the valley bottom was cut off by other Home Guards – or 
so we thought! 
 
One of the sentries must have nodded off, and somebody got through, 
staggered down to the bridge and started to cross.  
 
“You can’t come over here” I shouted.  
 
“Who says” came the reply.  
 
“Me” I said.  
 
“Who are you”.  
 
“I’m Home Guard with a bullet”. 
 
“You know what you can do with it, bugger off, I’m coming”. 
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And he did, Colin Stafford from Mellor Road. Drunk. On his way home 
from the Beehive Inn taking a short cut – so he said. It was coming up 
to midnight, long after closing time and off he toddled up Station Road 
singing Nelly Dean. 
 
At twelve midnight I was relieved by Gerald Myers and went up to 
Queens garage for a kip and some rum and coffee. At 2am I was sent to 
guard Salem Bridge till 6am and then signed off. I went back home to 
Bate Mill Road tired and weary with my bullet still intact. 
 
Someone came to collect it Sunday morning (with a reprimand) and a 
sustenance allowance of two Shillings.” 
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Extracts from: The New Mills Air Raid Friday 3rd July 1942 by 
Derek Brumhead – New Mills History Notes No22. 

Transcript of part of a recorded talk made in July 1987 by W 
Greenwood of 31 New Street. 

“It was a Friday evening… I used to go down to the Liberal Club to 
play snooker… Just as I was going up the steps, Wilf Mort who worked 
at Woodford those days was stood there… He said ‘Look, a plane’s 
coming there and it’s misfiring badly’… As we watched it approach… it 
came right over the Union Road Bridge… and I could see the pilot and 
either the observer or co-pilot sat next to him in the forward seat and it 
was only about fifteen to twenty feet above the bridge and it went 
towards what we call Gowhole up the valley… then it circled round and 
swung round and as it went over the horizon approximately to Kinder 
Scout as we call it there was a puff or brown-black smoke and Wild said 
‘he’s crashed! Come on’. And he had his car… and of course we went 
to Low Leighton.  

Well, of course when we got opposite the workhouse, we could see the 
tin chapel had gone and also the houses. We were the first on scene 
actually and there was a woman lay under the wall and a fragment had 
hit her on the thigh her and we picked her up and while we were doing 
all this Dr. Millward came and he was the first doctor on the scene and 
we carried her into Bonas Ratcliffe’s butchers’ shop and they made that 
First Aid…” 
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Transcript of part of a recorded talk made in August 1987 by the 
Rev. Maurice Handford, (survivor of Whitfield Villas) who at the 
time of recording was Rector of Trinity Church, Buxton. 

“… I remember being in the house in the living room with my 
grandmother, she was in her seventies, and my sister was in the sitting 
room. She was playing the piano.  I remember hearing a great noise 
and seeing this German aircraft only the height of the trees. I said to my 
grandmother ‘my word, that’s low!’ and I made to go to the door and I 
never got there. There came a terrific thud and flash and I was out. 

How long I was out I don’t know, it was some considerable time and 
what brought me to – the ARP people were going through the debris 
and were pulling at me and they couldn’t get me out because my foot 
was trapped under a beam and I think the pulling brought me round to 
consciousness… 

They got me out and my grandmother. She lived for a year or so 
afterwards, but it was too much.  

I was badly injured, it caught all the right side of my face for one thing, 
you can see the mark on my face… Dr. Millward, a local GP, sewed it 
up, knocked my teeth out, my right eye was closed and they thought the 
sight had gone. It was closed for days but eventually it did open, and 
I’ve had to wear specs ever since. It tore my ear down but that more or 
less mended up after some time... I was a nervous wreck, it certainly 
played hard with my nerves for long enough… however, I was thankful I 
got out… They moved us to Ollersett View… and then on the Sunday to 
Woods Hospital in Glossop where I was in for about a week or so and 
she (grandmother) was in much longer…  

My father and mother were out at the time… My father was working 
late in Manchester because of the war time, he worked on the railway, 
my mother was visiting friends at the Vine Tavern… my brother was at 
the ATC (Air Training Corps), they got a tremendous shock…” 

 

  



 

74 

Transcript of part of a recorded talk made in June 1987 by John 
Duckworth of Highfield Terrace, New Mills. He was the son-in-law 
of Daniel McKellar and his daughter Brenda was a friend of Joan 
Handford. 

“It was the evening of July 3rd 1942… talking to my wife we decided we 
would go to the pictures (cinema)… As it happened Joan and Brenda 
came in together and we said… ‘we’re going to the pictures, would you 
like to come with us or do you want to stay with grandpa (Daniel 
McKellar)… the pictures is Will Hay, we rather like him’… Brenda 
turns to Joan and says ‘will you come to the pictures with us?’…’Oh’ 
she says ‘my daddy took me last night’… Brenda said ‘ Well, if I go 
with my mum and dad what will you be doing?’. Joan said, ‘I’ll be 
practising my piano, and if I don’t go what shall we do?’. ‘Play on the 
lawn’. Brenda pondered for a moment and said ‘I’ll come with my mum 
and dad…’ so Joan went on then home… 

… we had a small allotment, very small one, at the top of Pingot Road 
as it is now, going down. Of course, it was a different area then, the 
ground sloped right down to the river – there’s a river under those 
houses (Whitfield Villas)… and he (Daniel McKellar) decided he’d take 
a book and read it, sit reading, just there, so unfortunately he had gone 
there just at the wrong time…” 
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Transcript of part of a recorded talk made in July 1987 by Wilfred 
Larkum the New Mills Gas Engineer and Manager at the time of 
the raid. 

“ … The bomb missed the Gasworks… but he did machine-gun it… It 
would appear that the machine-gun bullets had hit the large gas holder 
and it was in places on fire… what happened then I understand that 
Jack Slater and my brother took Albert Froggart by the ankles and he 
battered at the flames with a shovel and he managed luckily to get them 
out… but the trouble was that they had managed to hit Number Two 
purifier with their bullets too and that was on fire… 
 
Well, the Fire Brigade arrived… I’ve never seen so much foam and 
water flying about, but no way would the thing go out… in the finish I 
decided to turn the thing off. This was done with quite a bit of 
trepidation… thank god it went out and didn’t go bang…  
 
It would appear that the bomb that was let fly at the gas works – the fin 
hit a telegraph pole and took part of that away. I don’t know whether 
the fins didn’t come off at that point but the bomb continued on its way 
and landed in the river… 
 
There’s a sequel to the whole story really… next morning… we decided 
to have a walk over and have a look at where the bomb had dropped. 
Well, it would appear that it was close to Lowes’ Mill and the crowd 
from that mill were getting the bomb out of the river at the end of a 
rope.  
 
Well, they got the thing fast on top of the railings and I just eased it of 
for them… it would appear that the bomb had exploded but one 
detonator hadn’t and there was some powder left in it… Anyway, we 
walked away and as we walked away who should come along but the 
Chief Constable of Derby and another officer. They caught this lot with 
this piece of bomb in a barrow… they asked where they were taking it. 
They were told ‘the lock-up’…  
 
They collared this lot with this bomb and the sum total of it was that 
they gave my name in. I think the reason for that was the fact that my 
father was Chairman of the Bench, perhaps hoping it would help 
them… 
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The strange thing is that when the bombers came over one [bomb] 
came down on the junction of a road between Woodside and Albion 
Road. It landed in the road and split open and didn’t explode.  
 
Another went through the labour exchange building and I think that bed 
itself in the railway embankment… Anyhow, this in the road hadn’t 
[exploded] and what happened then was that an Air Raid Warden… he 
had been in the First World War and he decided he was having none of 
this, so he whipped the detonators out. 
 
 It seems he had dealt with such things in the last war. He realised that 
if it was left to officialdom they’d all be evacuated… so out came the 
detonators and it finished with a policeman carting them up to the lock-
up in his pocket. They couldn’t handle the bomb as it was so they pulled 
all the TNT out into buckets and threw it into the canal, and then 
managed to get the bomb casing in the back of a Rolls-Royce that had 
been made into a truck… and they carted that up to the lock up…” 
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Appendix 3: From Personal Communications 
and Social Media 

 

Anita Mourne (was in bed at home opposite Woodside Road) 

“I remember this night, we lived on Albion Road at my Grandpa's shop 
across from the Beehive [pub]. Me and my sister were in bed and our 
Mum & Grandma carried us down two flights of stairs to the cellar 
kitchen and made us sit under the table. Later some men (possibly 
police/home guards - they were in uniform) came to check everyone was 
ok. The shop window was cracked. It was the night before my third 
birthday.” 

 

Arthur Huddleston (part of the Hayfield cricket team) 

“I was actually born in New Mills, but my family moved to Hayfield 
before the war. It was an annual event whereby the schools of New 
Mills and Hayfield competed in a cricket competition and I was playing 
for the Hayfield team. 

On this night we played against New Mills Church School and at 
approaching 8.00 pm we were batting when suddenly out of the blue 
two German planes flew by and they dipped down and started to 
machine gun the people on the cricket field. The remarkable thing was 
that the children fell flat on the floor and the people watching just stood 
and stared at them. At the same time, we saw as they went past, they let 
the bombs out; and as the planes flew on I saw the crew of the plane 
laughing.  

As they flew over the church spire, I saw the bombs fall followed by a 
large amount of earth in the sky. Unfortunately, their bombs caused 
serious damage to a Methodist chapel and completely destroyed a semi-
detached house in which a young girl was playing a piano. The 
caretaker of the chapel was also killed. 
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After the ‘planes disappeared we ran as fast we could to get the bus 
home. When we got to the bus terminus at the top of Union Road the 
driver and conductor were on a coffee break and we all arrived frenzied 
they dropped their coffee on some of the seats. We were all in our 
cricket whites and I sat in one of the bench seats with coffee spilt on it.  

We couldn’t go home via the normal route through Low Leighton, so we 
had to go the long way round through Thornsett. When we got to 
Hayfield, we found out the same planes had also bombed part of 
Hayfield. Our parents were in a frantic state but relieved and all my 
white trousers were stained brown with coffee!” 

 

Brian Reynolds (was playing opposite Woodside Road) 

“I remember that one of the planes came up from the gasworks when a 
group of us were playing on Jodrell Street in front of Whitakers shop it 
was rooftop high and machine-gunning everything must have all been 
lucky as no one was hit.” 

John Wilson has collected several reminiscences from locals at the 
time: 

John Ingham Playing on Marple ridge, saw them go down the valley 
towards New Mills. 

Mrs. Hill’s house in New Mills had bullet holes around one of the 
windows. 

Brian Wooley (ex-foreman at Swizzels) as a child lived at Birch Vale 
and remembered one of them flying up the valley, “aye, it ‘ad ruddy 
great black crosses on it, it did”. 

David Watson of Mellor recalls his father Bob Watson who lived along 
Marple Ridge at the time telling of seeing the two German aeroplanes 
as they sped at low level along the river Goyt towards New Mills. 
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Peter Clowes tells the story of his friend 

“My friend Norman was lying on a grassy slope at the side of the 
village cricket field awaiting his turn to bat as a JU-88 bomber that was 
racing over the rooftops of New Mills in North Derbyshire one sunny 
summer’s evening in 1942… 

Norman saw the aircraft, which was accompanied by another bomber, 
streaking towards the cricket field and thought they were RAF planes 
on a low-flying exercise, but his friend Roy Bainbridge, who was at the 
crease and preparing to receive his first ball, raised his bat and stopped 
the bowler in mid-stride. The aircraft roared over their heads and there 
was a sudden chatter of machine-gun fire. A stream of 7.92mm bullets 
thudded into the turf in a straight line all the way from cover point to 
fine leg. The boys threw themselves flat and, mercifully, were unhurt. 

A few seconds later they heard a loud explosion and saw smoke rising 
beyond the stone tower of the village church. The cricket match was 
abandoned and many of the lads ran to see what had occurred. A bomb 
dropped from one of the planes had destroyed a couple of houses and 
killed two people. Then there were more explosions. The war, which 
until then had seemed so far away, had suddenly come to New Mills in 
dark and sombre fashion. 

At Woodford airfield in Cheshire, where Lancaster bombers were built, 
they had circled the hangars and workshops but, unaccountably, failed 
to drop their bombs. Then they headed towards the Pennines, still flying 
at little more than 100ft. 

The villages of New Mills and Hayfield were the last clusters of 
buildings they came across before reaching high moorland. One opened 
fire with his machine-gun, hitting the local gasholder, a railway signal 
box and the cricket ground. It had released bombs that dropped in the 
River Goyt and others that demolished two groups of cottages, killing a 
total of eight people… 

The two planes climbed over the Peak District hills and turned south-
east for home, the gunners not being able to resist firing more rounds of 
ammunition at the windows of Chatsworth House, then in use as a girls’ 



 

80 

school, before speeding on over the flat fields of Nottinghamshire and 
Lincolnshire. 

When Norman and I walked to school the next morning our path lay 
across the River Goyt. An unexploded bomb had been pulled out of the 
river by workmen from a nearby mill and rather recklessly placed in a 
wheelbarrow on the muddy bank. We walked up to the wheelbarrow – 
ignorance being bliss – and examined the canister at close quarters. 
Later in the day warning signs were erected and the entire area 
cordoned off by police. 

Two days later Norman and I returned to the village cricket ground. 
Much of the excitement had died down. The holes made across the pitch 
could clearly be seen as play was resumed in the interrupted match. 
Norman went on to score 27 runs, but I forget which side won.” 

 

Ruth Sidebotham of Marple Bridge lived in Sprig Vale Road, Hayfield 
at the time of the attack 

Minutes before the bombs struck, 12-year-old Ruth Sidebotham had 
been playing outside with her friend Freda Thorpe, aged ten, an evacuee 
from Manchester. 

“Within a short time of returning home we heard the very heavy drone 
of low-flying enemy aircraft. We dashed outside and as we looked up we 
actually saw the bombs coming out of the plane above our house, which 
then drifted across the Rec and demolished the three cottages on Spring 
Vale Road where Freda lived.” 

Freda was killed, but reportedly used her own body to shield her two 
brothers from the blast. They, along with her grandma, survived. 
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Appendix 4: Newspaper Reports - Derbyshire 

 

 (Note: censorship at the time prevented the articles identifying the 
locations of the reports. For clarity I have included locations in square 
brackets [ ] together with details of some of the abbreviations used in 
the newspaper extracts. Also, some of the details and names of victims 
have been reported incorrectly, but I have replicated the reports as 
written, complete with the errors and added corrections again in 
brackets [ ] ). 

 

Sunday Chronicle, 5 July 1942 

Nazi Raiders gun children at play 

Planes circle village green in day attack 

Murder raids on children at play were made by two German ‘sneak’ 
bombers which swooped from the clouds and machine-gunned 
recreation grounds. Both attacks, it was revealed yesterday, were made 
in daylight on Friday evening. 

Children from schools in a Northern town [New Mills] were playing 
cricket when the raiders dived down on them. A Civil Defence worked, 
Dick Marsh, told the Sunday Chronicle: 

“The bombers went right up the middle of the field machine-gunning 
the kiddies. But not one of the children was hurt” 

Bombs which fell on the town killed Joan Handforth, six, who was 
practicing on the piano when the house was hit. 
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Swept Playground 

The second attack was carried out on a neighbouring village 
[Hayfield]. Peter Cooper, the head warden, said the children were 
deliberately fired on. 

“The planes flew round the village and blazed away at the children on 
the recreation ground with their machine-guns” he said. 

“I saw their bombs blow up a house. Albert Gibson, who was gassed in 
the last war, his wife and their daughters Gladys (22) and Maggie (20), 
both of whom were on war work, had been killed. 

On a farm of Mr. Kenneth Holt, two miles from a northern market town 
[Baumber] and 20 miles from the coast, lie the remains of a burned-out 
German plane brought down on Friday night. 

“Kamerad” shout 

“I heard a German plane making for the coast”, said a villager. “I saw 
two of ours on its tail. The enemy pilot seemed to be making frantic 
efforts to escape. Suddenly one of our planes swooped. The German 
was shot down out of control with flames pouring from it. We found the 
charred bodies of three German airmen. Another, a boy of 18, was 
shouting and screaming. He died in a few minutes.”  

A girl said: “I saw a plane coming down near me in flames. I could 
hear the occupants screaming and shouting ‘Kamerad”. 

Eight miles nearer the coast [between Aswardby and Harrington] a 
second raider was brought down five minutes later. The four occupants 
got out unhurt. Farmhands took charge of them and telephoned the 
police. 
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Empire News, Sunday 5 July 1942 

Roof Top Nazis’ raid their last 

School teams playing cricket, farmers playing whist for war charities, 
other people working their gardens. These were absorbing events in a 
Northern village on Friday evening, until two roof-skimming Nazi 
bombers sped overhead, machine-gunning and bombing, and bringing 

swift tragedy in a daylight 
raid that ended in the 
destruction of the raiders 
elsewhere in England. 

The raiders were so close to 
the rooftops [in Hayfield] 
that the astonished villagers 
thought the machines were 
crashing to their own 
destruction.  

Peter Cooper, the head 
warden was sawing timber 
on his land, and, as he put 

it, “I was just thinking of boiling some swill for the pigs when I heard 
something whistling through the air and thumping into the shed.  

I shouted ‘It’s machine-guns lads’ and ran” he said to an Empire News 
correspondent. “The plane went flying around the village firing all the 
time. They fired at the children playing on the recreation ground. You 
could hear them screaming all over the village”. 

Mr. Cooper next saw the bomb doors of the planes open as they were 
just over a row of houses in which some of his relatives lived. “I saw 
bombs leave one of the planes” he said, “then one of the houses blew 
up”. 

He called out the Civil Defence Services, who found houses demolished. 
While others rushed to get spades and picks, men of the village dug 
through the wreckage with their bare hands. But when they found an ex-
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serviceman, Mr. Albert Gibson, and his wife, and their daughters 
Gladys (22) and Maggie (20), both on war work, were dead. 

A few minutes before the Gibsons’ had been chatting about one of their 
family, Harold, who had joined the Army the previous day – the last of 
their four sons to be called up. 

Evacuees Buried 

In the wreckage, too, they found the body of Mrs. Robinson, who had 
just arrived at the house to collect rents. In another house in the same 
row were Freda Thorpe (10), an evacuee from Manchester and her two 
brothers. Freda was killed, but wardens rescued her two brothers, aged 
eight and six years. 

Yesterday morning the Gibsons’ third son, Ernest, wearing his naval 
uniform, arrived to identify the bodies lying in a wooden garage near 
his completely demolished home. 

In a neighbouring township [New Mills] the raiders dropped a bomb 
which blew up the corrugated iron Methodist chapel.  

Six-year-old Loan Handforth practicing on a piano in the front room, 
was killed when her house was hit, but her grandmother was rescued 
unhurt. 

Children of the local school were playing another school team at 
cricket, and Dick Marsh, of the Civil Defence, said to me: “I was 
watching when the planes came. They went right up the middle of the 
field machine-gunning. Not one of the kiddies was hurt.” 

Then the planes flew low along the main street, machine-gunning the 
people but again no one was hurt. A large bomb hit the labour 
exchange, causing damage. 
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The Reporter - Sunday 10 July 1942 

Daylight Raid in North Midlands 

When two German planes raided the North Midlands a number of 
people were killed and injured. In a rural area [Hayfield] a direct hit 
was scored on three cottages which were demolished. 

Residing in one of them were Mr. Albert Gibson (61), Mrs. Gibson (49), 
their two daughters, Margaret Jane (21) and Gladys Mary (19), all 
were killed. 

Mr. Gibson served with the Army in France in the last was and was 
badly wounded. In this war Mr. and Mrs. Gibson had all their four 
sons, Albert, William, Ernest and Harold serving. 

Ernest was a sailor and was over on a short leave. He had not visited 
his parents and joined his wife elsewhere when the raid occurred. 
Harold, the youngest son, had joined the Army the day before the 
tragedy occurred in his family. 

Collecting the Rents 

Owner of the property is Mr. Lionel Robinson, and Mrs. Robinson was 
collecting rents when the raid happened. She also lost her life. Aged 48, 
she was very well known in the place where the raid occurred and a 
church worker, where her husband is an official. Tenants of one of the 
cottages were her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Cooper, who were visiting 
another daughter at the time. She leaves two daughters, one of whom 
has been May Queen of her village. 

In another house Freda Thorpe, a young evacuee, was killed. Her 
grandmother, Mrs. Callaghan, Mrs. Rose Bramhall, Mrs. Callaghan’s 
daughter and Eddie (8) and Allan (6) Thorpe, Freda’s young brothers, 
were injured. They were rescued and given the necessary treatment. 

Killed While Playing Piano 

Two houses in another North Midland town [New Mills] were hit by a 
bomb. Joan Handford, the ten years’ old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Handford, was killed while playing the piano. Her grandmother, Mrs. 
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Gillies, and her brother Maurice are amongst the injured. A cat and a 
dog in the house were not hurt, but the cat lost her kittens. 

A little Methodist Church was demolished. The caretaker, Mr. Daniel 
McKellar, was in his allotment near the church and was injured by the 
blast. 

It so happened that Mrs. Travis, who resided in a house that was hit, 
had gone with her twin children to visit Mrs. Willis Ratcliffe, wife of a 
schoolmaster who was in the Army overseas. Mrs. Ratcliffe went to her 
poultry run while Mrs. Travis was there and was hurt by the blast. 
Buildings in the vicinity of where the bombs were dropped, were 
damaged by the blast. Amongst them was a hospital for women. There 
were 54 patients in the building, in addition to the staff, but nobody was 
injured. 

The raiders swooped low and people in the streets were machine-
gunned and some damage was done to property. Some boys playing in a 
cup competition cricket match were disturbed at their play. 

With Flying Colours 

War services were put to the test by the raid and they came through 
with flying colours. Every organisation came into action promptly and 
with great efficiency, including the Home Guard and the Special Police. 
The rescue squads distinguished themselves in liberating the injured 
and the other services were there to tender required aid. The co-
ordination was described by the clerk to the principal local authority as 
‘really wonderful’, and that sums up the general view of the public. 
“We can take it” was the attitude of the people generally. 

Mr. Daniel McKellar died on Saturday in hospital. He was aged 80 and 
came to the district many years ago from Scotland. Apart from his work 
his chief interest was the Methodist Mission near where he was known 
to and much esteemed by all the people in the district where he lived.  

Brought Down in Lincolnshire 

Both planes were brought down in Lincolnshire by Polish airmen who 
have a big bag to their credit. One machine crashed in flames and was 
burned out in a farmyard near a market town [Baumber]. Three 
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occupants were found charred and blackened, and the fourth, a youth 
about 18, died in a few minutes. The other machine was shot down five 
minutes later, eight miles nearer the coast and nearer home [between 
Aswardby and Harrington]. The four Nazi airmen were not injured in a 
‘belly’ landing after which the machine burst into flames. 

With Amazing Suddenness 

The raid came with amazing suddenness. I was in the house (writes a 
correspondent) when I heard an explosion in the distance which 
sounded very much like thunder. But it was followed by the crackle of 
machine-gun fire. Others, I found afterwards, had heard the same 
noises and did not know for the moment what to make of them. Some 
were in their gardens, others taking a walk, some were playing whist at 
a drive held for the R.A.F. Benevolent fund. 

I looked to find where the machine was, but I heard it flying over the 
roof of the house with a terrific noise. Before I could get to the door it 
had gone. Then I heard another explosion and saw cloud of smoke 
arising, such as I had seen at A.R.P. [Air Raid Precautions] exercises. 

Some people were saying “It’s Jerry”. Some said it was a British plane 
in distress and seeking a landing place in a hurry. Somebody with a 
near view had seen the German markings. 

Everybody knew that a bomb had dropped. There was no need to call 
out the civil defence services personally, as has been suggested. 
Members of the services heard the bomb, and they rushed to the scene 
and were soon busy. Before it was really known what happened the 
rescue squad were at work and the fire pump was busy, although there 
was little fire evident at the time. Incendiary bombs had been dropped 
nearby and children were playing on the recreation ground [Hayfield], 
but there was no screaming as had been suggested. The boys got a new 
sport in collecting the spent incendiaries. 

Like A Box of Cards 

The three cottages [Hayfield] which had been hit were an appalling 
sight. They had gone down like a box of cards under the powerful 
explosive. I knew the cottages well, and remembered them particularly 



 

88 

because of the man who used to live there. He was a gardening 
enthusiast and had a little greenhouse. He was known to us all as Bob 
Hall, and he had blooms all the year round. There is a huge sycamore 
tree behind where the houses were and it had withstood the explosion 
and the blast. Bob Hall’s big tree has survived as a landmark. 

What struck one most was the entire absence of panic or hysteria. It 
was the first experience of bombing and gun firing from the air that 
many present had had. But they knew what to do and they did it. The 
Home Guard and Special Police were there, as well as the civil defence 
services. The first person I had seen after the second explosion was the 
village constable rushing to the scene on his bicycle. Many of the men 
on the job had rushed there without donning their uniform, and had 
only their helmets for protection. They worked with amazing strength 
and speed, and yet with extreme care, in case any under that huge heap 
of debris should be alive. Happily, some were and they were rescued. 

Mrs. Robinson 

It was a shock to learn that Mrs. Robinson was in one of the houses to 
collect rents. She was the best known of all the people involved for she 
had spent her life here. To many of us she was still ‘Ciss Cooper’, 
although she would have celebrated her silver wedding this year. She 
was a very bright woman, always cheery and with her sense of humour 
keenly developed. She used to say the most comical things, and many of 
them wise as well. Her association with St. John’s was recalled, and she 
had been at a W.V.S. [Woman’s Voluntary Services] lecture earlier in 
the week. One also recalled the proud day it was for her when her 
daughter was crowned May Queen, and did so excellent a job raising 
money for the hospitals in her reign. 

Mrs. Gibson was also known as a kind, brave, little woman, who had 
brought up a large family, married to a man who was wounded in the 
last war and had given all her four boys to fight in this war, the 
youngest only the day before. There flashed across the mind the words 
of an American writer: ‘As for war, I calls it murder’. So it is when 
innocent people perish in this terrible way. 

A Credit to Them 
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Equally painful was it to visit another place well known to me [New 
Mills]. I know Joan Handford’s parents and her grandmother, who 
hails from the same place as myself. She and her husband built the 
houses which went down and they were a credit to them. None were 
better built. I had known the little church that was demolished and was 
present at its opening and knew its founders. It was painful to see the 
shattered windows of nearby houses for the residents are folks with 
pride in their homes. 

The Hospital 

That hospital [Low Leighton the Public Assistance Institute Infirmary] 
was known to me before it was a hospital and I had done hours of work 
in it. There used to assemble men who ruled the district and they had 
some lively times. I knew the officials past and present and something of 
the fine work they did in relieving depression and helping those whose 
lot had fallen in hard places. But Hitler takes no account of such things. 
His planes roam about wherever they can and drop death without 
regard to anything. 

Daniel McKellar was known to me, a kindly old gentleman with his 
Scottish accent unaffected by his long residence in an alien land. I knew 
something also of the devotion he had for his little church and the work 
he did for it. 

Deeply Engraven 

Before the night was over it was known that the ‘planes had been 
brought down. There was satisfaction at that, but it did not wipe out 
what had been seen, nor will anything ever do that. It is too deeply 
engraven on the memory. 

But it did demonstrate the unity of the people. Everybody was too 
anxious to do what they could and women about the place provided 
more refreshment for the men working than they could eat. That was 
typical. Everything was done to help the people in distress also. Far 
from lowering morale the raid only increased determination to have 
done with German aggression and Hitlerism forever. 
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Unidentified Newspaper Clipping #1 

Funeral of Mr. Daniel McKellar 

Ministers officiating at the funeral of Mr. Daniel McKellar were Rev’s. 
J L Crawford, J P Cregeen and G T Perry. 

Mourners were Mr. and Mrs. A McKellar, Mr. and Mrs. J R M 
McKellar, Mr. and Mrs. J Duckworth (sons and daughters), Misses 
Edna and Nancy Hall, Miss Jean McKellar, Miss Brenda Duckworth, 
Masters Ian and Gordon McKellar (grandchildren), Mr. and Mrs. O 
Paterson (bother-in-law and sister-in-law), Miss A Robertson, Messrs’ 
W and J Robertson (niece and nephews). Mr. and Mrs. Haughton, Mr. 
D Plummer, Miss F Houghton, Mr. Shaw, Mr. and Mrs. H Doughty. 

At the church were: councillors J Dodd, J P., Mr. John Walton, Mr. C 
Ward, Mr. E F Burditt, Mr. J W Broadhurst, Mr. H Royal, Mr. W 
Ratcliffe, Mr. A Smith, Mr, Waterman, Mr. T Mellor, Mr. Shaw. 

Floral tributes: His family: sister, nieces and nephews; Mr. and Mrs. G 
Paterson; Albert, Ada and M Hampson; Mr. and Mrs. Houghton, Freda 
and Jack; Mrs. J T Duckworth; Mr. Arnold Plummer; Mr. and Mrs. 
Hancock; Mrs. McAdam; Jean and joe; Mr. and Mrs. Swift; Eva and 
Harold; Mr. and Mrs. Green and Ken; family of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
W Hall; Mr. and Mrs. Shields and Doris; Jack and Sarah; Mr. and Mrs. 
Olsten and Mary; Dorothy, Margaret, Jean and Joan; Phyllis Wyatt; 
members of the Council and inhabitants of the town; chairman and 
members of the A.R.P. Supervisory Committee; the neighbours; the 
Wesley Methodist Church; members of the Allotments Association. – 
Messrs John W Swindells Ltd. were the undertakers.  
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Unidentified Newspaper Clipping #2 

German Bombers Attack Boys’ Cricket 

Into a brief spell on Friday evening was packed one of the most thrilling 
daylight air raid stories of the war for residents of country districts in 
the North Midlands. 

Two Nazi planes, flying so low that they barely cleared housetops, 
dropped bombs which killed seven persons and injured seven others 
and demolished houses, and machine-gunned civilians working in 
gardens and boys playing in a cricket match. 

The planes were chased by Polish airmen in a running machine-gun 
fight for many miles.  

The Nazis never got home, both machines being shot down over 
Lincolnshire. One machine crashed in flames and was burnt out in a 
farmyard near a market town [Baumber]. Three occupants were found 
charred and blackened, and the fourth, a youth of about 18 died in a 
few minutes.  

The other machine was shot down five minutes later eight miles nearer 
the coast, the four Nazi airmen in it being uninjured in a ‘belly’ 
landing, after which the plane burst into flames. 

The first plane’s last moments were graphically described by a villager, 
who said: “I hard a plane coming from the west and making quickly for 
the coast. It was flying fairly low and I realised it was German.  

I saw two of ours on its tail and the enemy pilot seemed to be making 
frantic efforts to escape. Suddenly one of our planes swooped down and 
it was all over in a few minutes. After receiving three bursts each of 
which sent the plane rocketing into the air, it crashed out of control 
with flames pouring from it. It hit a tree, took the roof of a farm 
building, and crashed in the yard. 

We found the charred and blackened bodies of three German airmen 
lying only a few yards away”, said the villagers. “Another, a boy of not 
more than 18, was shouting and screaming. He died in a few minutes”. 
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A girl eyewitness said she could plainly hear the occupants of the plane 
screaming and shouting ‘Kamerad!” as it was coming down. 
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High Peak Reporter, 14 April 1989 

A man who carried a live bomb in a wheelbarrow 

One of New Mills great characters, Mr. Wilfred Larkum, aged 80, died 
at his home on Marsh Lane on Monday. 

Mr. Larkum, who started out as a gas and water fitter with New Mills 
Urban District Council, became the town’s first electrical engineer and 
was the youngest manager of electricity in the country. 

His expertise was called on when there were problems at both the gas 
works and water works in New Mills, and there was a time when he was 
in charge of all three services. 

Very skilled at his job, it was in 1948 that Mr. Larkum devised a 
hydroelectric scheme for the town, using the mill race at Lowe’s Mill to 
generate power. 

Mr. Larkum, whose father Herbert was a member of New Mills UDC 
and its chairman in 1933/34, had many fascinating tales to tell about 
the town’s past. 

One of his favourites was the time he once picked up an unexploded 
bomb that was dropped during the war and calmly loaded into a 
wheelbarrow and trundled it off to the authorities. And he often talked 
about the time, the gas holder was machine-gunned and he climbed up 
it to weld a patch on the side.  
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Manchester Evening News, 17 January 1998 

Family Memories – compiled by Tom Waghorn 

I pulled two dead kids from bomb-hit house 

Dear Tom, 

There is a mix-up in some of your readers minds about the “Luftwaffe 
over Withington” saga. They are probably confusing two separate 
incidents. 

The episode that Mr. E Buchan (Memories, December 13) speaks of 
happened in midsummer 1943 [was 1942]. Two German aircraft came 
from the direction of Stockport and dropped a bomb near New Mills 
railway station. 

This is in a very deep hollow. The blast sucked out the windows of the 
railway pub into the street at the Market Street/Union Street [Union 
Road] junction rather than blowing in. 

The planes then flew on and strafed the recreation ground [cricket 
field] where children were playing and I believe a football match 
[cricket] was in progress. They then followed Hayfield Road to 
Hayfield. Just past Low Leighton a man in his garden was shot and I 
think he was killed. 

I was living at Rock Hall, Hayfield, which is on a rise off the end of 
Valley Road. At about 8pm, I heard an unholy row. Running out of the 
front door, I was confronted by an aircraft firing its machine-guns – 
whether it was firing at me or just strafing I will never know. There was 
another aircraft just ahead: I think they were Junkers fighter bombers. 

I looked across the valley towards Kinder Road. There was a plume of 
dust and smoke where a house used to be. I ran towards it (about a 
quarter of a mile) where I found six or seven people standing there in 
shock. The house was flattened. I asked whether anyone was inside, but 
nobody knew. 

Going through a hole in the side (probably what was left of a window 
hole) I found an elderly lady deeply shocked and in distress [Mrs. 
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Callaghan]. I pushed her through the hole to the people outside who 
managed to get out of her: “My two [three] grandchildren are inside.” 

Searching in the dirt and dust, I found two small children aged about 
eight or ten – both dead [Only one child of this age actually died]. I 
passed them out to the people outside and went home, putting the whole 
episode from my mind until a few months ago. 

The planes flew on towards Edale where another bomb was dropped 
but it didn’t explode. I believe the planes were brought down after that. 

J Williamson, Irlam 
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Appendix 5: Newspaper Reports - Lincolnshire 

 

Extracts reproduced from 303 Squadron, The Complete Illustrated 
History, Volume 2, Wojtek Matusiak. 

 

Unidentified Newspaper extract 1 

“How two Nazi raider planes which bombed houses and machine-
gunned civilians and children in the North Midlands on Friday evening 
were brought down by Polish airmen makes one of the most dramatic 
air raid stories of the year. One burnt out plane came down in the 
corner of a cow-yard on the farm of Mr. Kenneth Holt, two miles from a 
North-East market town and twenty miles from the coast.” 

 

Unidentified Newspaper extract 2 

“Throughout the raid the planes flew low and, in some cases, dropped 
incendiary bombs and in others high explosive bombs. In one district 
three houses were demolished and the people were killed, while in other 
houses far apart were struck and there were a number of people killed 
and others injured.” 

 

Unidentified Newspaper extract 3 

“We learned afterwards that a man living in a bungalow behind our 
place was working in his garden when the first plane tried to machine-
gun him, but he threw himself down between two rows of potatoes and 
was not injured.” 
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Unidentified Newspaper extract 4 

“A ducal mansion now used as a girl’s school has been machine-
gunned by the planes. The controller at the college, which has about 
300 girls, said today: ‘The planes came down to about 200ft and gave 
the house a burst of machine-gun fire. They hit the walls only and broke 
about half a dozen windows. There were no casualties.’” 

 

Unidentified Newspaper extract 5 

“An eye-witness of the incident informed our reporter that from their 
appearance the German airmen were all under about 26 years of age. 
They were of god physique… one of them commented ‘Oh, your 
Spitfires are too good for us.’ He spoke excellent English. The plane 
descended on the farm of Mr. W E Odling, of Aswardby. It will be 
recalled that earlier in the war sheep were killed by bombers in the 
parish. Villagers and school children were quickly on the scene of the 
capture, and the English-speaking airman was heard to express 
considerable admiration at the beauty of the local scenery, which, of 
course, is an attractive spot on the wolds, being real Tennyson 
country.” 
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Appendix 6: Air Raid Precautions (ARP) 

 
The Wardens who provided support and managed the New Mills and 
Hayfield incidents were from the local New Mills Wardens Post but 
support, albeit not needed, was also despatched from the local towns of 
Glossop, Whaley Bridge, and Chapel-en-le-Frith. 
 
All were part of the Wardens' Service which was established to help the 
general public with advice, to give them information, and, under raiding 
conditions to give warning of danger, to provide assistance to those who 
might be injured or rendered homeless, to report air raid damage, and to 
allay panic and maintain public order. They also had the unpopular duty 
to assist the police in enforcing blackout regulations. 
 

 
ARP locations that helped during the raid 

ARP wardens were initially located in temporary posts (such as in 
homes, shops and offices). Later, in some areas purpose-built facilities 
were provided which were usually positioned at road junctions. In 
cities, a warden post was responsible for a small area (larger in rural 
areas) with five wardens to every 4-5,000 people. In London there were 
approximately ten posts to the square mile. Divided into sectors each 
post had between three and six wardens who had local knowledge of the 
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location of shelters, utilities (water, gas, electric), what buildings 
contained (important for the fire services) and who was resident in their 
sector.  
 
ARP wardens had the task of patrolling the streets during blackouts, to 
ensure that no light was visible. An ARP warden was almost always 
local - it was essential that they knew their sector and the people living 
there. 
 
In the aftermath of a raid, ARP wardens would usually be first on the 
scene, carrying out first-aid if there were minor casualties, putting out 
any small fires and helping to organise the emergency response. Other 
members of the Civil Defence Services included rescue and stretcher 
(or First Aid) parties, the staff of control centres and messenger boys. 
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Appendix 7: New Mills Town Council: File 
CD/32 – Units Involved Reports 

 

Wardens Posts BXI, BX2, BX3/4 

Incident Post 

Report Post 

First Aid Posts (FAP) and First Aid Units (FAV) 

Decontamination Depot (DD) which supplied rescue parties 

Rest Centre 

Mobile Canteen 

National Fire Services (NFS) at Low Leighton and the Swan [Public 
House - Buxton Road, New Mills] 

Reconstruction Panel 

Ambulance 

Police 

Salvage Officer 

Incident Medical Officer 

Divisional Controller (NW), Divisional Surveyor, County Controller, 
Chairman of Supervisory Committee 

Home Guard 

Fire Guard Committee 

Assistance Board-Out Station (Glossop) 
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Appendix 8: New Mills Urban District Council: 
File CD/32 – Enemy Action Correspondence Re 

July 3rd, 1942; Reports 

 

R Atkinson – Warden, Wardens Post BX1 

I phoned my post BX1 and was advised to go to BX3/4, and reported to 
Mr. Brocklehurst who decided to use me as Messenger. 

Several journeys were made between the Incident post and BX3/4 post 
until that was transferred to the incident Post. 

I went along with two wardens from the incident to intercept Mr. 
Handford who was arriving at New Mills station by train. This was 
accomplished, and the two wardens broke the distressing news to Mr. 
Handford. 

My next journey was to take the relatives of Mr. McKellar to the Woods 
Hospital at Glossop. This was duly done, and I returned to New Mills 
with them about 01:00. 

There was one other duty to perform while I was in Glossop on behalf 
of Mrs. F Handford, and this was to contact Mr. Sam Platt, who in turn 
was to get in touch with Mrs. Handford’s aunt Lily. I called at the 
Glossop Police Station and one of the officers took me round to Mr. 
Sam Platt and I explained the situation to him. I instructed him to 
contact Mr. Walton at New Mills this Saturday morning. 

I gave a report in to the Report Post on my return. 

Message Ends. 
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J Flemming – Depot Superintendent, First Aid Post BX 

Air Raid July 3rd, 1942 at 8pm. 

Services called out. On receiving message two First Aid Units were 
dispatched at 8:10pm to Low Leighton and Newtown. 

Casualties at Newtown: 6 wounded 

Casualties at Low Leighton:1 killed, 5 wounded 

Eight treated at First Aid Post 

Two treated at The Institution at Low Leighton, and one taken to Woods 
Hospital, Glossop. Also, unit called to Hayfield bringing one casualty, a 
member of the Rescue Party. Dr Titcombe and Dr Boyle were in 
attendance at the First Aid Post. Dr Millward was at Low Leighton as 
Incident Medical Officer. 

The mobilisation Roll for this Air Raid was 19 females, 22 males. 

All the staff worked well and carried out their duties very effectively. All 
the cases treated at the First Aid Post were taken to their homes. 
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J W Marsland – Report Officer, Report Post BX  

Notice of first occurrence was received at Report Post at 20:09. This 
message stated that an H.E. bomb had fallen at the Hare & Hounds 
Hotel. Mr. Broadhurst, Deputy Chief Warden called at the Post and 
stated that casualties had been caused. The FAP was instructed to send 
two First Aid Units and Decontamination Depot was instructed to send 
Rescue Party. At 20:15 a telephone message was received informing us 
that an Incident Post had been established at Bonas Ratcliffe’s shop, 82 
Low Leighton. 

A report was then received from Wardens Post BX2 per messenger, that 
an HE bomb had dropped near the Gas works; no Casualties. 
Supplementary message stated: - Two tail fins had been found one on 
the ground and one partly buried. It was also stated that there was a 
suspected UXB [Un-eXploded Bomb]. In the Wardens Report it stated 
services already on spot:- Fire. 

Overhead electric cables were damaged. Police and Utility Services 
notified. 

At approximately the same time as above, a further report from 
Wardens Post BX2 per messenger was received, stating HE [bomb] 
dropped at Woodside Street, Newtown [New Mills]. One casualty 
suffering from shock, was treated at First Aid Post and later returned 
home. A supplementary message was received stating that a UXB was 
suspected on the railway embankment, the Railway Company were 
informed but the Police later informed us that this bomb had exploded 
and asked us to cancel message re. UXB. 

A message was received again per messenger at 20:28 informing 
Report Post that an HE had dropped at Lowe’s Mill. Few casualties 
and slight injuries. First Aid Post was notified at 20:30 and Police at 
20:40 and Rescue Party at 20:42. A further message was received 
stating that the damage caused to shop property in Market Street. 

At 20:45 a further message was received, re the occurrence at Whitfield 
Villas; it appears that in the notice of the first occurrence the position 
of occurrence was wrongly stated. In this later message it stated that 
there were six casualties and two trapped. Rescue Parties and First Aid 
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Unit had been dispatched. The necessary utility undertakings were 
notified. Mr. Walton, IO [Incident Officer] reported at the post about 
this time and was informed where the Incident Post had been 
established, he informed me that he would proceed there immediately. I 
wish to point out particularly that no Air Raid Warning Red was 
received at this post, and desire that the matter be fully enquired into. I 
also wish to state that several messages were received from Hayfield, 
calling for help, in which the urgency of the matter was stressed. RCB 
was communicated with and as soon as possible our own services were 
despatched to Hayfield. By request from the Incident Post a Rest Centre 
was quickly opened in case of necessity and the mobile canteen was 
despatched to the Low Leighton occurrence. 

In summing up I desire to state that considering the suddenness of the 
attack and the fact that no Air Raid Warning Red was received, I 
consider that although mistakes were made, I am sure that the incidents 
were dealt with as quickly as possible in the circumstances. There was 
difficulty with the telephones, and it was some little time before a 
messenger service could be established, but when it was established all 
messengers worked hard, and performed their duties most efficiently. 

I should like to state that the reports from the Incident Post were 
particularly good, keeping us informed of everything that was 
happening. 

All members of my staff, some of whom had not had any previous 
experience got through a tremendous lot of work in a very competent 
manner. 
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[unsigned] – Report Area ‘B’ New Mills - Area Organiser’s Report 

3 July 
23:10 

Arrived from Hayfield at Public Assistance Institute, New 
Mills, finding damage as reported, with situation in hand and 
almost completed. Mr. J Walton, Liaison Officer, acting as 
Incident Officer, Mr. Burditt, Chief Warden also directing 
operations. 
 
Damage. Two houses, Whitfield Villas, and a Chapel 
completely demolished. Extensive damage to windows at Public 
Assistance Institute and a number of surrounding houses. 

Rescue and First Aid services had completed work and left 
scene. NFS [National Fire Service] were present and slacked 
dust with hoses. 

23:40 Incident Officer, Deputy Chief Warden, Post Wardens and self-
held a conference at Wardens Post BX1 to discuss operations. 
 

4 July 
01:00 

Proceeded to Woodside Street, meeting Divisional Controller, 
Divisional Surveyor and Medical Officer, and inspected 
suspected UXB in railway embankment and damage by 
penetration of UXB at Labour Exchange. After some 
consultation with above, decided to confirm UXB in railway 
embankment. 
 

02:15 Returned to RCB, where members of local Reconstruction 
Panel were awaiting possible reports of further damage to 
industrial property. Reported no further damage. 
 

02:30 Reconstruction Panel departed. 
 

02:15 Inspected Lowe’s Mill, Torr Vale Mills, extensive damage to 
windows. In company of County Controller, Divisional 
Controller NW, Divisional Surveyor and Chairman of 
Supervisory Committee, inspected UXB on riverbank. This a 
250kg bomb with large portion of case torn away exposing fuse 
and main charge. It had been removed from bed of river by mill 
workmen and deposited on a bank 25ft high, thus exposing mill 
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to greater danger should the bomb detonate. 

IBs [Incendiary Bombs] were also released with the above HE 
bomb, but no fires started, a very large percentage of IBs not 
igniting. Considerable damage was also caused by machine-
gun fire. 

Taking into consideration that no air raid warning was 
sounded, all services responded in a highly commendable 
manner, and worked extremely well, and undoubtedly inspired 
the public with great confidence, particularly after over two 
years of stand-by and alert duty with no incident which would 
tax their capabilities. 

 Full reports of damage not yet to hand. 

Casualties 
 Killed 
Joan Handford (10)
  

Whitfield Villas, New Mills  

Daniel McKellar (80)
  

1 Highfield Terrace, New 
Mills 

Died in hospital 

  
Injured 

Mrs. Marsland 14 Woodside Street, New 
Mills 

Bruised hand 

Mrs. C Hill 78 Albion Road, New Mills Cut to right hand 
Miss Joan Green 38 Wirksmoor Road, New 

Mills 
Bruised arm, forehead & 
ankle 

Mrs. S Ratcliffe 11 Diglands Avenue, New 
Mills 

Wound right thigh & 
stomach 

Mr. Albert Littlewood 131 High Hill Road, New 
Mills 

Wound left hand 

Mr. Brian Lindup Acorn Terrace, Newtown, 
New Mills 

Eyes slightly injured 

Mrs. A Bardsley 11 Wood Street, New Mills Severe Shock 
J H Wharmby 11 St Alban’s Road, New Mills Head Injury 
Maurice Handford 
(18) 

Whitfield Villas, New Mills Cut lip & shock (eyes) 

Mrs. Gillies (75) Whitfield Villas, New Mills Buried, Severe shock 
Member of Rescue Party BX injured by fall of masonry. 
F Mills High Hill Road, New Mills Collapsed after fall of 

masonry 
W Broadhurst – Deputy Chief Warden (DCW) – DCWs Report 
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Enemy planes approached up valley 20:00hrs from S Westerly 
direction. 

Attacked Gas Works and Holders with 2 HE and machine-gun bullets. 
The HE bombs dropped 40yds from gas holder and skimmed off 
towards the river and Lowe’s Mills where damage was caused by blast. 
Gas holders were damaged by machine-gun fire. 

Slight fire caused, which was quickly dealt with by NFS. 

The planes continued machine-gunning streets and cricket ground, 
where there was a large assembly of children. 

Further HE bombs were dropped at Low Leighton, also some 
incendiaries, completely demolishing two houses, and Mission Chapel. 
One person killed; 8 persons injured (two seriously). 

Three persons were trapped, rescue squad doing good work bringing 
from under debris two seriously injured. 

Incident Post established at Low Leighton and functioned well. 

Home Guard helped in keeping back very numerous spectators. 

No warning was given. Telephone communications disturbed in many 
parts of town. Proves necessity of mobile cars and messengers. 

Majority of incendiaries appear to be dud. 

There was no necessity to open Welfare Centre, as people did not wish 
to leave their homes. 

All services responded well, and things went well. ARP [Air Raid 
Precautions] personnel prestige went up. 

Bomb at Woodside Street filled with resin and oil composition, not 
stone. 

W A Leigh – Air Raid Warden, Warden’s Post BX3/4 – Warden’s 
Report 
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I had to attend a lecture at BX3/4 Post on Friday evening (3rd July), and 
as I was standing at the corner of Low Leighton Post Office the New 
Mills Town Hall clock was striking 20:00 hours. I started off in the 
direction of Church Road and had gone about twenty yards along the 
road when I heard a bump, then the roar of engines, which I thought 
was one of our own aircraft in distress.  

I then saw one plane approaching from the direction of the Parish 
Church and heard heavy machine-gun fire. I dropped under the wall 
and looking up saw three bombs released from under the plane; they 
were then coming in my direction; I heard two distinct bangs. 

I then jumped up from the ground, and immediately heard another 
bang, and I was knocked on the ground again. I got up once more and 
ran to the telephone kiosk and tried to ring No.2290 to report that HE 
had been dropped, but getting no answer I asked Mr. H Eaton to stand 
by on the ‘phone while I could find other means to send message. 

As I proceeded for rest of equipment, a man called “FIRE” from a 
house in Laneside [Road], but found it was the fire from the grate 
which had blown on to the hearth, and same was quickly put out. 
Having got my equipment I proceeded as quickly as possible to the 
scene of the incident and made out first report, which I sent to BX3/4 by 
messenger, as I was aware that the Low Leighton Methodist Chapel, 
also two houses adjoining it had been hit, and I knew of two casualties. 

More wardens arrived. Two youths reported that something had 
dropped at back of Quakers Chapel, but on going round with other 
wardens found nothing there. By this time the Police had arrived.  I 
made a second report that incendiaries had been dropped, also that two 
persons were still trapped under wreckage, and sent this report by 
Deputy-Chief Warden for Rescue Squad. 

Dr Millward arrived on scene. I asked him if he would attend Mrs. 
Handford as she was suffering from shock and had to be taken into the 
Institution, also the wardens to attend to Mr. McKellar. Wardens then 
went in parties to look for incendiaries and any other UXBs or 
casualties, round back of Whitfield Villas, Laneside Road, Highfield 
Terrace, to the top of High Hill [Road]. 
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I made out Supplementary Report at 20:20, by this time all services had 
arrived and were doing splendid work. Police arrived at 20:09, 
Ambulance (Mr. Holland) 20:10, First Aid 20:14, Rescue 20:20. 
Incident Post was opened at Mr. B Ratcliff  butcher’s shop, by the 
Police at 20:15, Mr. Walton took command of Post at 20:55. All 
wardens from BX3/4, with the exception of one who was working, were 
on duty on the scene of the occurrence. I am informed that as planes 
passed over BX3/4 Post, wardens tried to ‘phone report post to prepare 
for action as enemy planes had passed over. 
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F Bowmer – Depot Superintendent, Decontamination Deport 
Report 

 

Dear Sir, 

As requested the following is my report on the functioning of part-time 
Rescue services operating from New Mills Decontamination Depot: - 

Schedule of calls for Rescue Parties 
 

Incident 
 

Time of origin 
 

Time of completion 
Time Parties left 

Depot for incident 
Low Leighton 20:20 20:21 20:23 

(Verbally reported by messenger from Deputy Chief Warden at 20:18) 
Spring Vale Road, 

Hayfield 
21:00 21:10 21:12 

 
Two lorries with skeleton parties were despatched to Low Leighton. The 
personnel living in that area reported direct to the incident. 

The UD lorry, with skeleton party and additional equipment was 
instructed to pick up surplus personnel from the Low Leighton incident 
and proceed to Hayfield. One lorry and personnel from Hayfield 
reported direct to this incident. 

When rescue work had been completed at the Low Leighton incident the 
remainder of our resources were diverted from Low Leighton to the 
Hayfield incident by arrangement with the Incident Officer and were 
later augmented by a Rescue Party from Chapel Depot. 

The whole of the personnel returned to the depot at 23:00 hours and 
were dismissed at 23:30 hours. 

The part-time personnel operating were as follows: - 

Members of parties 31 

Officers 1 

Depot Superintendent    1 

 33 
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These were made into three complete Rescue Parties. The 
Decontamination Squad operating as a Rescue Party. 

The above figure represents rather more than 75% of the total 
establishment, and, as only 10 men were liable for rota duty in the event 
of a raid, a healthy enthusiasm and keenness was displayed. 

Policing of Incidents. I received complaints from [Rescue] Party 
leaders that their work was seriously obstructed by civilians, many of 
whom no doubt had the best intentions, but despite protests to the 
Police, the situation did not improve. 

Communications. Owing to mechanical breakdown, no doubt due to 
enemy action, the Depot ‘phone could not be used for outward 
messages, and valuable personnel had to act as messengers on several 
occasions. Could arrangements be made, please for, say three members 
of the ATC [Air Training Corps] to undertake this important duty in 
future? 
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E H Burditt – Chief Warden Report Post BX – Chief Warden’s 
Report on Air Raid Damage 

I was delivering some equipment to BX1 Post at 20:00hrs and had only 
been in the Post for a few seconds, when what appeared to sound like a 
bad bus smash took place.  I immediately dashed outside and was just 
in time to hear three heavy reports, the only one I observed was in the 
direction of Low Leighton, causing a large cloud of smoke etc. The 
planes, of which I saw only two, were then flying very low in the 
direction of Hayfield, and it must have been only a few seconds when 
another report was heard from the direction of Hayfield. 

I immediately made my way up to Low Leighton, collecting a Policeman 
on the way, and as soon I realised, that apart from bomb damage, 
damage had also been caused by machine- gunning; fortunately, no one 
was injured by these bullets. 

On investigation at Low Leighton, I found two houses and one Chapel 
demolished, trapping three adults and one child. Services were 
immediately sent for, and arrived very promptly, rescue work was the 
first job, and within an hour and a half, all persons were removed. Two 
were seriously injured, and the child found was dead, both a cat and a 
dog were also removed uninjured. After the IC Post had been 
established, I then proceeded to Woodside Street. Here one bomb had 
exploded on the railway embankment, causing damage to surrounding 
property. One bomb had also failed to explode, as the detonator was 
found intact, and I instructed this to be removed, and it was taken to the 
Police Station, the detonator was slightly damaged.  

Overhead electric cables were also down, and I instructed the power to 
be turned off. One Policeman was left in charge. From here I proceeded 
to the Gas Works which had been machine-gunned. The holder was 
punctured on one side, also the purifier, same were quickly patched up, 
and there was very little smell of gas, all was in good order, and work 
was continuing normally. The Gas Works were obviously the objective, 
as the path of the bomb was discovered thirty feet away. It had fallen at 
a very low angle, causing a small trough, then the tail fins had come off, 
it the bounded through some telephone cables, bringing same down, 
and proceeded through some trees, finally landing and exploding in the 
river bed, and this caused much damage to Lowe’s Mill, all the 
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windows and in many cases the frames as well were blown or sucked 
out. 

The blast from this bomb also caused extensive damage to windows in 
Union Road and Market Street. 

Home Guards were soon out, and I requested Guards for the various 
parts of the district; this was carried out. 

 

Considering we received NO ALERT WARNING, the Services turned 
out very quickly and worked quietly and most efficiently, great credit is 
due to all personnel. The incident Post worked very well, and mutual 
assistance was called for, which was later passed on to Hayfield. 
Welfare Centre was opened, and mortuary service was called. 

Special praise should be given to canteen workers who did excellent 
work, both in New Mills and at Hayfield. Just 0n 23:26hrs the IO 
[Incident Officer] Post was closed, when Wardens made a final survey 
of the houses to see that all was quiet and peaceful; the persons whose 
windows had gone were quiet and soon carried out improvisation in 
their homes; there was no panic and the people behaved like real 
Britishers. 
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J Walton – Incident Officer’s Report  

20:40 – Mr. Walton notified at RP [Report Post] BX 

20:20 Electricity Service 

20:18 UXB at Lowe’s Mill? 

20:25 Suspected UXB reported Laneside [Road] 

20:45 Welfare Centre opened 

20:55 Incident Post established at Low Leighton 

20:55 Contact Mr. Bowen (Mortuary) 

Rescue, NFS, PAP all present at incident 

21:00 Three casualties and dog taken from houses (demolished) 

21:15 No 48 Ambulance to Hayfield reported this to RP BX 

21:17 Mobile canteen called 

21:18 One of three casualty’s dead. Joan Handford (girl) 

21:19 Valuables handed on by warden (Mrs. Mason) 

21:19 Body of girl removed to mortuary 

21:25 No 2 Rescue Party gone to Hayfield 

21:30 Mr. Leigh going to meet Mr. Handford at station (father of 
dead girl) 

21:30 No 1 Rescue Party proceed to Hayfield (notified RP BX) 

21:35 Lady’s gold watch handed in (wristlet) 

21:37 Five IBs [Incendiary Bombs] unexploded handed in to 
Smithy, Low Leighton 

21:42 Mr. Bower reported body removed 

21:43 Clothing and valuables stored in “Ratcliffe’s Garage” 
Low Leighton 

21:47 Co. O Cox reporting everything under control, and also 
withdrawing pump from Lowe’s Mill 

21:50 Rest Centre not required. Homeless found own billet 

21:50 Mobile canteen reported in 

21:55 Low Leighton NFS – making up and out 
Swan NFS – making up and out 

21:57 Send lorry and men to Rowbottom’s for roofing felt 

22:00 Two casualties being attended to at Institution, Low 
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Leighton 

21:10 (Report appended from RP BX) 
First Aid information:  
Maurice Handford aged 18, Whitfield Villas 
Mrs. Gillies aged 75,   Whitfield Villas 
Dan McKellar of Highfield Terrace, removed to Woods 
Hospital, Glossop 
Joan Handford dead, removed on Dr Millward’s authority                                 

22:12 Two specials and two home guard (armed) on guard 

22:15 No 3 FAP [First Aid Post] reporting “All Clear” here and 
at Hayfield 

22:16 Reported no IP [Incident Post] when they arrived at 20:10, 
so went on to incident and dealt with three casualties 

22:20 Salvage officer instructed to commence work first thing in 
the morning 

22:30 No 1 FAP reported from Glossop and released 

22:32
  

Read message from RP BX for Mr. A Lee, telephoned this 
to Hayfield, where he is at Police Station 

22:33 B1 FAP Chapel [-en-le-Frith] reported and released 

22:45 Taking military guard off 

22:45 Mrs. W Ratcliffe returned home from FAP 

22:45 Stockport ask about their water mains, told everything OK 
22:47 BY1 Whaley Bridge Rescue Party reported and released 
22:50 Mobile canteen sent to Hayfield 
22:55 Mr. McKellar’s relatives sent to Glossop 
22:55 No 2 FAP report out and taking Mrs Bardsley to Wood St. 

Refused to go to hospital 
No 2 FAP report that they dealt with Mrs. [S] Ratcliffe, 11 
Diglands Avenue 

23:12 Glossop Rescue A2-Mixed: report and released 
23:10 Ordered NFS to put spray on road to keep dust down 
23:15 Gas, Water and Electricity report out 

23:25 Reported that another Rescue Party is mobilised at 
Glossop, asked RP BX to inform them not required 

23:26 Incident closed 
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Appendix 9: Civil Defence Air Raid Logbook 
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Appendix 10: Air Intelligence G and K files 

 

Air Intelligence G Report – Crash Information Reports 

SECRET 

CRASHED ENEMY AIRCRAFT 

Report Serial No. 133 dated 6th July 1942 

No. 5/136     Ju 88 

This aircraft crashed on 3/7/42 at 20:20hours at Baumber, Lincs. 
[Lincolnshire]. Map Reference 6893. 

Together with another aircraft of the same type it crossed England from 
west to east at low altitude and was engaged by fighters after having 
dropped bombs in the Midlands. The port engine was seen to be on fire 
in the air, and the machine hit the roof of a granary in a group of farm 
buildings. The port engine broke off and remained in the top floor of the 
granary, but no fire was caused in this building. The rest of the machine 
crashed in the farmyard, demolishing outbuildings; it burst into flames 
on impact and was burnt out. 

Identification Markings:  These are believed to have M2 + BK. The ‘B’ 
in red could be traced, and the ‘K’ in black was also legible. The works 
number painted on the fin was 140016. The normal day-time 
camouflage was used, namely dark olive-green on the upper surfaces 
and duck-egg blue beneath. 

Several plates from components give dates of manufacture as March 
and April 1942, and one plate from an engine bearer described the 
aircraft as “8-1009 A1 Trop 1.2380”. From the armament and 
equipment, it is, however, believed to have been an A4 type, probably 
originally built for tropical use. 

Six .303 strikes were traced in wreckage of the tail coming from dead 
astern, and the dorsal gunner’s bullet proof windscreen had been 
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shattered by what appears to be a 20mm HE round. This screen is being 
sent in for further examination. 

Engines:      Jumo 211 J.1 
                    Starboard Engine     MMW 211 J1/698 
                    Port Engine              MMW 211 J1/814 

These engines had been fitted with inter-coolers, traces of which were 
found. 

Armament:  One 20mm Oerlikon FF [FF = Flügel Fest: originally from 
wing mounted, fixed] gun in a free mounting in the nose. The noticeable 
point about this gun is that the front fairing is new of plexiglass instead 
of metal to give better visibility. 

Two MG 81’s of 7.9 calibre were mounted in the dorsal position and 
twin MG 81’s of 7.9 calibre in the ventral position. 

Two clips and one drum of Oerlikon were traced but more may have 
been carried. 

The usual four external bomb carriers were traced and there was also 
evidence of internal stowage of 50kg bombs in the rear fuselage 
compartment. The front fuselage compartment contained a petrol tank. 

Armour: The latest type of pilot’s protection, in the form of complete 
seat and back shaped and welded, was traced. Other plates found in the 
wreckage indicate normal protection. 

Crew: Four all killed in the crash 

Various: Remains of a BZA1 bombsight were traced. Among the 
wireless wreckage an FuG 16 receiver fitted with remote fine tuning 
control was found. This is the first specimen seen in this country, but a 
report has recently been received from the Middle East showing that 
this receiver is in use on that front. 

A balloon [cable] cutter of the “Kute-Nase” type had been fitted. The 
knife edge was mounted between two angle irons and entirely faired in 
with light metal fairing [in the wing leading edge]. This type has been 
seen previously. 
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Traces of ultraviolet ray cockpit lighting were found. 

The dinghy recess contained two metal plates giving details of tropical 
equipment. This is very comprehensive, and the following gear was 
detailed: - 

1 rubber mattress 

2 mosquito nets 

2 small tents 

2 emergency food containers 

1 petrol cooker and 1 petrol container 

Cooking utensils 

Emergency First Aid kit 

Compass 

Magnifying glass 

1 carbine No 98 

1 shot gun 

Several sleeping bags 

This kit was not carried but the recess was filled with a normal dinghy. 
The plates giving the description of the tropical kit are being sent into 
HQ and a special report on this will be issued later. 
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Air Intelligence G Report – Crash Information Reports 

SECRET 

CRASHED ENEMY AIRCRAFT  

No. 5/134     Ju 88 

Crashed on 3/7/42 at 20:35hours at Aswardby, Lincs. [Lincolnshire]. 
Map Reference 8490. 

This aircraft was operating with the above machine and was also 
intercepted by fighters. The starboard engine was hit and set on fire, 
and a local report states that the machine made a good belly landing, 
and then completely burnt out. A few .303 strikes were found in the tail 
coming from dead astern. 

Identification Markings:  M2 + KK. The first ‘K’ in red. The works 
number marked on the fin was [140]017 and the usual day camouflage 
was traced. Plates from several components showed March 1942 as 
date of manufacture, and one plate from a flap showed Junkers … 
drawing number 86, 313 Trop. A radiator plate referred to the type A4 
and it is evident from the armament and equipment that this machine 
was of the A4 type. 

Engines:  Jumo 211 J.1 
                Starboard Engine     entirely destroyed 
                Port Engine              MZK 211 J1/4640 
                                                 Crankcase was stamped F46 KUJ 4640 

Armament:     
One 20mm Oerlikon FF gun in a free mounting in the nose.  
Two MG 81’s of 7.9 calibre in the dorsal position  
Twin MG 81’s of 7.9 calibre in the ventral position. 

A number of standard 1kg incendiary bombs were found in the 
wreckage, together with one 50kg unexploded bomb. 

Armour: The latest type of moulded pilot’s protection was found, 
together with a number of plates indicating standard protection for 
other positions. 
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Crew:  Four, all escaped from the aircraft after it landed and are 
prisoners. 

Various:  A “Kute-Nase” balloon cable cutter was traced, fitted to the 
leading edge, similar to the one described above. A wireless receiver 
FuG 16, with remote control, was also traced but no bombsight remains 
could be found. 

A dinghy recess contained plates referring to tropical equipment, as 
detailed for the previous crash, but only a normal dinghy was carried. 

Signed:    C.C. Wheeler, S/Ldr 
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Air Intelligence K Report – Aircrew Intelligence Reports- M2+KK 

SECRET 

A.I.1. (k) Report No. 166/1942 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM 
P/W. AS THE STATEMENTS MADE HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
VERIFIED, NO MENTION OF THEM SHOULD BE MADE IN 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARIES OF COMMANDS OR LOWER 
FORMATIONS, NOR SHOULD NOT BE ACCEPTED AS FACTS 
UNTIL COMMENTED ON IN AIR MINISTRY INTELLIGENCE 
SUMMARIES OR SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

PLACE, DATE and 
TIME: 

Aswardby, 13 miles West of Skegness, Lincs     
3.7.42     20:30hours 

TYPE and MARKS: JU 88   M2+KK 

UNIT: 2/106 

DISC:  Pilot:                73712  (= 2/606) 

Remainder:      73045  (= 2/106) 

FELDPOSTNUMMER: L.26799     (= 2/106) 

AUSWEIS: Obs: Grey, issued by F.P.N. 16997 
(Unknown) 12.12.40 

W/T: Grey, No place of issue, dated 15.3.41 

Gunner: Grey, issued by F.P.N. 16997 
(Unknown) 17.6.41 

START and MISSION: Probably started from Morlaix to attack an 
objective 3½ miles west of Bolton at pinpoint 
53°34'40"N 2°31'25"W. Four 250kg bombs 
and incendiaries carried. 

 

1. This aircraft started earlier in the day from Dinard/ Pleurtuit 
together with a second aircraft, probably the M2+BK and landed at an 
aerodrome further west on the Brittany coast, probably Morlaix. 
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2. From this aerodrome the actual operation was commenced 
about 16:00hours. There was low cloud and the two aircraft flew 
northwards up St. George’s Chanel as sea level. 

3. When north of Anglesey the aircraft turned east and crossed the 
Lancashire coast to approach the Manchester area from the north west, 
still flying very low. 

4. After skirting the west and south of Manchester the aircraft 
turned eastwards and dropped bombs in Derbyshire and was then 
attacked by five or six Spitfires. 

5. The first two attacked from above and behind, each by two 
aircraft, but the shots missed. In another attack one Spitfire was seen 
coming in from the starboard side and shots from this set the Ju 88’s 
starboard engine on fire. Four or five more attacks were made, in the 
course of which the port engine was hit and the revs dropped. Hits were 
also registered on the cabin and the electrical system was damaged. 

6. When the second engine was hit the pilot landed in a cornfield 
and took his crew to a farmhouse where they surrendered. Shortly after 
they left the aircraft it exploded. It is understood that a UXB was found 
in the wreckage. 

7. The crew stated that their intention had been to fly out over the 
east coast and land in Holland. 

8. On a 1:100,000 map found in the M2+KK an area on the 
northside of the Bolton-Preston railway line about 3½ miles west of 
Bolton, was outlined in red and surrounded by a red circle. This was 
presumably the objective, and as is understood from British sources 
that a De Havilland aircraft works is situated in this vicinity. 

9. The crew claimed to have bombed their objective but, as stated 
above the bombs were dropped in Derbyshire, little or no damage being 
done. 

10. The pilot of the aircraft who wore the EK I (Iron Cross -First 
Class) and the gold War Flights badge was known to be the 
Staffelkapitän of 2/106, and when shot down was acting 
Gruppenkommandeure. He had previously been an observer but, as 
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reported in A.I.1. (k) 556/1941, he took a pilot’s course last year in 
accordance with a new rule that all officers must be pilots. 

MORALE: Very high, with a good sense of security 

CREW:  
Pilot Hauptmann Hans Bergemann 20.10.14 unwounded 
Observer Obergefreiter Bernhard Müller 06.07.18 unwounded 
W/T Unteroffizier Ernst Fahning 20.11.18 unwounded 
Gunner Unteroffizier Johann Fickenwirth 25.09.18 unwounded 

 

Signed:S.D. Felkin, Wing Commander 
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Air Intelligence K Report – Aircrew Intelligence Reports- M2+BK 

SECRET 

A.I.1. (k) Report No. 167/1942 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM 
P/W. AS THE STATEMENTS MADE HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
VERIFIED, NO MENTION OF THEM SHOULD BE MADE IN 
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARIES OF COMMANDS OR LOWER 
FORMATIONS, NOR SHOULD NOT BE ACCEPTED AS FACTS 
UNTIL COMMENTED ON IN AIR MINISTRY INTELLIGENCE 
SUMMARIES OR SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

PLACE, DATE and 
TIME: 

Baumber, near Horncastle, Lincs     3.7.42      

TYPE and MARKS: JU 88   M2+BK 

UNIT: 2/606 

DISC:   

FELDPOSTNUMMER:  

AUSWEIS:  

START and MISSION: Probably started from Morlaix at about 
16:00hours 

 

This aircraft was shot down by Spitfires.  It crashed in flames and the 
crew were burnt to death in the wreckage. Neither discs nor documents 
were recovered; the names of the crew have been obtained from the 
crew of the M2+KK who were engaged on the same operation. 

CREW:  
Pilot Feldwebel Heinz Majer dead 
Observer Obergefreiter Horst Weiberny dead 
W/T Obergefreiter Karl Schachtschneider dead 
Gunner Unteroffizier Theobald Frank dead 

 
Signed:  S.D. Felkin, Wing Commander 
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Appendix 11: German Military Archives – 
Aircraft Loss Reports 

 

 
Junkers Ju 88 A-4 M2+KK (Werknummer 140017): 
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Junkers Ju 88 A-4 M2+BK: (Werknummer 140016): 
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Appendix 12: Air Ministry Report 

 
No 303/Polish Squadron 

Date: 3.7.42 
 

20:05 Two aircraft scrambled Flt Sgt Wünsche 
  Flt Sgt Popek 
  Yellow Section 
   

20:10 Two aircraft scrambled Fg Off Kołecki 
  Sgt Rokitnicki 
  White Section 

 
Yellow section first up were given course by operations and Flt Sgt 
Wünsche observed two enemy aircraft, Ju 88s in the area of Wragby, 
Lincs, which were flying very low in a south easterly direction. Sgt 
Wünsche attacked first three quarters from astern and above firing a 
short burst from 300 yards. Flt Sgt Popek took the right-hand aircraft 
and attacked from astern and above giving a long burst which broke off 
at a distance of about 20 yards. The Ju. With both engines smoking was 
seen to hit farm buildings about 6 miles from Wragby. 
 
Flt Sgt Wünsche and Flt Sgt Popek attacked the second Ju 88 firing a 
series of short bursts.  At this moment Plt Off Kołecki also attacked 
gave a burst and broke away, followed by Sgt Rokitnicki who gave a 
series of bursts causing this Ju 88 to force land near Horncastle. One 
blade of the propeller of Flt Sgt Popek’s aircraft was damaged by bullet 
holes. Two Ju 88s destroyed. 
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Appendix 13: Report by Sgt Rokitnicki 

 
3.7.42 
A very dull day turned into a very exciting experience. Yellow and 
White Sections were at readiness at the dispersal point. Suddenly an 
announcement came over the speaker for the Yellow Section to 
scramble, then seconds later the order for the White Section to 
scramble also. The controller gave us several vectors to fly to intercept 
the Germans – then Yellow Section excitedly reported sighting two Ju 
88 and engaged one in battle. Seconds later we spotted another Ju 88 
flying very low – tree height. Immediately my White Section attacked 
the second Ju 88 – the Section Leader attacked then peeled away giving 
me room to open fire and attack. When I had finished several bursts I 
could see the Ju 88s engine was on fire and a few seconds later the pilot 
of the plane made a forced landing on a small field. 
 
The bomber air crew scrambled from the Ju 88 and started to run to the 
nearest bushes. I kept covering the German crew from the air until they 
were picked up by the Home Guard. May I say that they were an 
impressive and efficient group of soldiers. 
A Rokitnicki 
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Appendix 14: Equivalent RAF/Luftwaffe ranks 

 
Equivalent RAF / Luftwaffe ranks including abbreviations (abbrv) as 
used in the text. 

 
 RAF (Royal Air Force) Luftwaffe 
 Rank Abbrv Rank Abbrv 
 Group Captain Gp Capt Oberst Ob 
 Wing Commander Wg Cdr Oberstleutnant ObLt 

Commissioned Squadron Leader Sqn Ldr Major Maj 
Officer ranks Flight Lieutenant Flt Lt Hauptmann Hptm 

 Flying Officer Fg Off Oberleutnant Olt 
 Pilot Officer Plt Off Leutnant Lt 
     

Non Flight Sergeant Flt Sgt Oberfeldwebel Obfw 
Commissioned Sergeant Sgt Feldwebel Fw 
Officer ranks Corporal Cpl Unteroffizier Uffz 

     
 Leading Aircraftman LAC Obergefreiter Ogfr 

Enlisted ranks Aircraftman 1st Class AC1 Gefreiter Gefr 
 Aircraftman 2nd Class AC2 Flieger Flg 
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Appendix 15: Aircraft Specifications 

 
Supermarine Spitfire Mk. VB 

 

Specifications 
Role Fighter 
Engine(s) 1 x Rolls-Royce Merlin 1440-hp V12 piston 
Crew 1 (pilot) 
Wingspan 36 ft 10 in (11.23 m) 
Length Overall 29 ft 11 in (9.11 m) 
Height Overall 11 ft 5 in (3.48 m) 
Wing Area 242.0 sqft (22.48 m²) 
Empty Weight   5100 lb (2313 kg) 
Max. Loaded 
Weight 

6785 lb (3078 kg) 

Speed 370 mph (595 km/h) 
Service Ceiling 37000 ft (11278 m) 
Range   470 miles (756 km) 
 
Armament  
In wings 2 × 20 mm Hispano Mk II 
 4 × .303 in Browning Mk II* machine-guns 
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Junkers Ju88 A-4 
 

 

Specifications 
Role Medium bomber 
Engine(s) 2 x Junkers Jumo-211 J.1 1340-hp (inverted) piston 
Crew 4 (pilot, bombardier/front gunner, radio operator/rear 

gunner, navigator/ventral gunner) 
Wingspan 65 ft 7 in (20 m) 
Length Overall 47 ft 3 in (14.40 m) 
Height Overall 15 ft 11 in (4.85 m) 
Wing Area 567 sqft (52.7 m²) 
Empty Weight   21738 lb (9860 kg) 
Max. Loaded 
Weight 

30104 lb (13655 kg) 

Speed 292 mph (470 km/h) 
Service Ceiling 27000 ft (8200 m) 
Range   1700 miles (2730 km) 
 
Defensive Armament  
Nose 1 x Oerlikon 20 mm cannon 
Dorsal 2 x 7.92mm MG 81 machine-gun (rearward facing) 
Ventral Cupola 1 x pair of 7.92mm MG 81 machine-guns (rearward 

facing) 
  
Bombs  
4 x 250 kg SC250JA bombs (Suspended from wing) 
30 -40 50 kg SC50JA bombs and 1 kg incendiary bombs (internal) 
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Other works by Frank Pleszak 

 
Two Years in a Gulag 

At the onset of the Second World War, my father Mikołaj, 
aged nineteen, was forcibly removed from his family in 
Poland by the Russian secret police and exiled to the 
harshest of the Siberian labour camps, the dreaded Soviet 
gulags of Kolyma. He spoke very little about it. Only very 
occasionally would his painful memories allow him to tell 
me and my siblings a little snippet of information. After 

his death, I became intrigued and began researching his early life. As I 
discovered more and more, I became amazed and shocked at the ordeals 
my father had endured. When Germany invaded Russia, my father was 
freed from Kolyma but still had many trials yet to face. He survived 
gulags, torture, and the war, but was never allowed to return home. I 
followed my father's footsteps on a journey of 40,000 kilometres, 
through places most of us have never heard of, a journey through 
despair, fear, hope and disappointment, and in these pages recount 
everything I discovered along the way. This true story occurred during a 
largely unknown and poorly documented period of modern history that 
has been denied by successive Russian Governments and largely 
ignored by western governments and media. Two Years in a Gulag 
provides a valuable insight into not only my father’s story but the story 
of a whole Polish nation. 
 

The Battle of Vileyka 
Very little is known in the west about the battles on the 
Eastern Front in the Great War. The Battle for the small 
town of Vileyka (now in Belarus), about 100km east of 
Vilnius, at the end of September 1915 is one such battle. It 
is rarely, if ever, mentioned in English historical text, but 
it marked the extent of the German advance east at the end 

of the Russian Army's 'Great Retreat' of 1915. It constituted one of the 
few military successes of Russia's Army, and was instrumental in 
defining Germany's Eastern Front for the remainder of the war with 
Russia. 
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Townscliffe Golf Club 
The small town of Marple, formally in Cheshire, now on 
Greater Manchester’s south eastern border with 
Derbyshire, can still boast two nearby and spectacular golf 
courses. A short distance to the south west of Marple town 
centre is Marple Golf Club which was established in 1892. 
About a mile to the east of Marple, high up on the 
beautiful foothills of the Pennines, the village of Mellor, 

often and accurately described as the remotest village in Greater 
Manchester, is home to Mellor and Townscliffe Golf Club – a golf club 
created from the merger of two independent Mellor Golf Clubs. This 
book outlines the intriguing history of Mellor’s two golf clubs and some 
of the people associated with them, many whose names appear in 
several different contexts as the story unfolds. 
 
 

Blog: https://pleszak.blog/ 
 

books@pleszak.com 
 


